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DOCKET NO. GWMC 02-0001
CRI TI CAL AREA DESI GNATI ON OF THE SPARTA AQUI FER
NOVEMBER 19, 2001
ok ok ok *
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX
My name is Karen Gautreaux, Chairman of the
Loui si ana Ground Water Managenent Conmm ssion. 1'd

like to first ask the ot her Comm ssi oners who are here

with nme today to introduce thenselves, then |'l|l nmake
sonme brief renmarks. We'll start on Linda's end,
Li nda?

COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

| " m Li nda Zaunbrecher, | represent Louisiana Farm
Bur eau.
COVM SSI ONER LOWE:

| "' m Dean Lowe. | represent Departnment of Health
and Hospitals.
COVM SSI ONER CHUSTZ:

| ' m Steve Chustz with the Departnent of
Envi ronmental Quality.
COVM SSI ONER BOUDREAUX:

| "' m Phil Boudreaux with the Department of Natural
Resour ces.
COVM SSI ONER ROUSSEL:

John Roussel, Assistant Secretary, Department of
Wldlife and Fisheries.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you. | just want to give you a little
background. This comm ssion was formed after the 2001

Legi sl ative Session by Act 446, which was referred to
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as the Louisiana Groundwater Managenment Act. And the
| egislation foll owed after the deliberations and
recommendati ons of the Governor's advisory task force,
wat er policy advisory task force, which recomended
both short- and long-term measures for the managenent
of water in Louisiana so that we could nmanage it in a
sust ai nabl e fashi on.

The comm ssion has two primary charges, one is a
| onger term charge in the devel opnent of a statew de
conpr ehensi ve managenment plan, which nust be submtted
to our House and State Senate environment conm ttees
by Decenber 31st of this year; and, also, to protect
t he sustainability of Louisiana's aquifers, primarily
t hrough the designation of critical groundwater areas,
and managi ng the groundwater resources within those
areas once they're designated. The conmm ssion has
several other responsibilities, it's on the website,
which we'll give you an address to go to if you'd Ilike
to read the actual act, you're very welcome to do so,
and | encourage you to do so.

Today we're here because the Sparta Groundwater
Conservation District Comm ssion has submtted an
application for areas within the Sparta aquifer to be
desi gnated as critical groundwater areas, and
according to the application for a critical
groundwat er area, by the procedure by which it's
desi gnated, and that was established, the procedure
was established by conm ssion rule, the conm ssion
must hold a public hearing within the area proposed to

be designated as a critical groundwater area. So
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that's why we're here tonight. You' re going to hear
nore about the procedural details fromstaff as we go
on, they'll go into the particulars, but | just wanted
to give you a little overview

Tonight is an extremely inmportant opportunity to
both [ earn nore about what is being proposed in the
actual application, as well as having an opportunity
to offer your questions and coments on the matter, on
t he application. And the comm ssion and staff wll
i ncorporate this information presented today, as well
as comments received during the comment period that
will follow, and we'll consider that as we deliberate
on the application itself.

Obvi ously, water is one of our nost inportant
resources, we can't live without it, ecosystens can't
live without it, and our economnmy is very tied to our
wat er resources here. Your presence is very, very
i mportant to us, and |I'm so pleased to see so many
people here tonight, and it will be inportant to you
as we move forward with this process and in future
di scussi ons on Louisiana's water resources. | think,
based on attendance tonight, we'll likely receive
quite a bit of information, and we're grateful for
that, so |I'll keep my comments very brief by
recogni zing sonme inmportant partners in our efforts to
manage our water resources.

The legislation that creates the comm ssion al so
creates an advisory task force of 49 menbers, and
t hose menbers represent many interests across the

state including agriculture, business and industry,
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envi ronnment al conservati on community, |ocal, federal
government, and universities, to name a few. And the
task force hel ps us devel op overall policy as well as
hel pi ng us address specific issues. |I'd like to ask
t he members that are here tonight to please stand up.
Thank you. These people work very hard on a regul ar
basis, they are very hel pful.

A nunber of our state |egislators have been
active in devel oping our state water policy and in
supporting it, so l'd like to recognize a few of the
people that 1've seen, and | hope | haven't m ssed
anyone. Representative Daniel, who is one of the
aut hors of our water policy or the groundwater
managenment act is here, Representative Daniel, there
you are, thank you. Representative Jean Doerge is
al so here. Representative Doerge has been very
active. Representative M ke Wal sworth, thank you, and
Representative Jay MCall um who's been very active,
but is leaving us to be a judge now fromthe
Legi sl ature, he's been very hel pful as well. Senator
Bill Jones | know is here, and |I think Senator Jones
wanted to say a word of welconme. Senator Jones, did
you want to? No? Okay. Have | m ssed any other of
our -- oh, good. Thank you very nuch. Are there any
other that | m ssed? Oh, sorry, Representative
Gallot, nice to see you here. W've spoken on the
phone, and he's also very interested in water policy,
so I'"'mglad to see you here.

And, of course, thanks to our Sparta Conservation

Di strict Conm ssioners, we're |looking forward to
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hearing fromyou tonight. Are there any other el ected
officials that would |like to be recogni zed? All
right, great, thank you

Wth that we'll proceed on our agenda, but | wll
note that M. Durrett is one of our Comm ssioners, a
representative of the Sparta Conmm ssion on the
Loui si ana Ground Water Managenent Conm ssion, and we
have advised M. Durrett, as he is one of the
applicants, or one of the menmbers of the Sparta
Comm ssion that he recuse hinmself fromthese matters.
So M. Durrett will be representing the Sparta
Conmi ssion on deliberation of this application.

Next we'll hear an overview of the application
process from Ant hony Dupl echin with the Office of
Conservation. And I1'd just like to nention that the
Act designates the Office of Conservation in the State
Department of Natural Resources as the staff for the
ground water management comm ssion, which is housed in
t he governor's office. Tony?

MR. DUPLECHI N:

Thank you, Karen. |1'd like to spend a few
m nutes giving you a little background on the process
and how we got to this hearing tonight. The first
t hing that happens when someone applies or wants to
apply to have an area declared critical is that they
must file what's called a notice of intent in the
official parish journal of all of the parishes that
woul d be affected by the application. This notice of
intent nmust include the applicant's name, address, and

phone nunber; a brief description of the subject; a
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description of the location and a map cl ear enough to
easily identify the |ocation of the proposed critica
area; a statement that if the area is declared a
critical groundwater area, then groundwater use m ght
be restricted; and a statenent that coments be sent
to the Comm ssioner of the Office of Conservation.
The actual application itself nmust be filed with the
Office of Conservation, or with the Comm ssi oner,
rat her, no sooner than 30 days and no | ater than 60
days after the publication of these notices of intent.

The application nust include, once again, the
applicant's nanme, address, and phone nunber; a
statement of the applicant's interest which is or may
be affected; identification of the aquifer in
guestion; identification of the proposed critical
area; facts and evidence supporting application; a
statement of how no action would inmpact groundwater
resources; and proof that the notice of intent was
publi shed. 1In addition, the applicant nust also
submt recommended management controls.

Wthin 30 days of receipt of the application, the
Conmmi ssion will notify the applicant whether or not
t he application is conplete. The Comm ssion will then
review and analyze information in the application, and
a record of all public docunents will be kept at the
Office of Conservation in Baton Rouge. The Conm ssion
shall then schedule one initial public hearing in the
affected area -- in the area affected by the
application. Notice of this hearing is to be

published in the official state journal and in the
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of ficial journal of each parish affected by the
application at |east 30 days prior to the hearing,
whi ch brings us to tonight.

This initial public hearing is fact-finding in
nature. There will no cross-exam nation, and the
applicant will be given an opportunity to present al
relative information. There's also an opportunity for
presentations by local, state, and federal agencies,
as well as anyone else who wi shes to get up and make a
statement. All parties shall be permtted to speak
and an official record will be kept.

Fol | owi ng tonight's hearing, the Comm ssion wil
issue an order in a timely manner based on scientific
data and any other relevant information. The order
will contain a statenment of findings, which will
include a designation of the critical area,
reconmended managenent controls, and a response to
comrent s.

Recommended managenent controls may include
restrictions on withdrawals and a requirenent for
permts for new wells. If permts for new wells are
required, there may be restrictions on well spacing
and on well depth. [If restrictions on withdrawals are
requi red, the highest priority for withdrawals will be
given to groundwater use for human consunption, public
health, and safety. Other uses of groundwater shal
be of equal priority and limtations will be
determ ned on a proportional basis. The proposed
order and management controls will be made avail abl e

to the applicant, hearing participants, and anyone
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requesting a copy. That's why it's inportant that

people fill out those little blue cards even if they
do not intend to make a statement tonight. Follow ng
this, the Comm ssion will hold a hearing on the

proposed order in each parish affected by that order.
Notice of this hearing will be provided at |east 15
days prior to the hearing, and the Comm ssion wil
adopt final orders and management controls after this
heari ng process has been conpl et ed.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you, Tony. Qur next itemon the agenda is
Rul es of Conduct by Stephen Wal ker. As | nentioned,
t he Departnment of Natural Resources, Office of
Conservation is the staff and Steven is an attorney on
staff, and he's going to serve as our hearing officer
t oni ght.
MR. WALKER

Thank you, Comm ssioner Gautreaux. Welcone to
t he Loui siana Ground Water Management Comm ssion
public hearing under Docket No. GWMC 02-0001 for the
Sparta Groundwat er Conservation District Conmm ssion,
also referred to as the Sparta Comm ssion, application
to designate a critical groundwater area in north
Loui siana. The Loui siana Ground Water Managenent
Commi ssi on was created and aut hori zed by Act 446 of
2001. Once again, my name is Stephen Wal ker, and |'ve
been asked to conduct tonight's hearing.

In addition to the comm ssioners here, | would
like to introduce sonme nmenbers of the staff. You' ve

al ready met M. Duplechin. W also have Tim Seiler, a
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geol ogist with the Office of Ground WAater Managenent,
Ms. Charlotte Hardi son, she's the nice lady that's
been hel ping everyone in the back, and al so here
tonight is Dr. MB. Kumar, a geologist with the
Loui siana Office of Conservati on.

| ask, once again, that each of you wishing to
make a comment tonight, to please fill out one of
t hese blue cards that we have at various places around
the auditorium Pl ease indicate whether or not you'd
like to make a statenment, and | will generally
recogni ze those persons in the order that | receive
the cards fromthe court reporter.

On a procedural note, after the close of the

public comment period, the Louisiana Ground Water

Managenent Conmi ssion will give a thorough review to
all information submtted by all parties. When a
draft order becomes available, it will be dissem nated

to the interested parties. Any future hearings
regarding this application will be after due public
notice in a simlar fashion to tonight's hearing.
The Sparta Groundwat er Conservation District
Conmi ssi on application seeks to designate a certain
area to be a critical groundwater area consisting of
all of the parishes of Claiborne, Union, Lincoln,
Jackson, and OQuachita, and certain portions of the
pari shes of Webster, Caddo, Bossier, Bienville,
Cal dwell, W nn and Natchitoches, all as nore
particularly described in the application. 1In
addition, the application proposes certain nmanagemnment

controls for the Sparta aquifer, which are detailed in
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t he application.

Copi es of the Sparta Comm ssion application were
filed with the Caddo Parish comm ssion, the Police
Juries, and the public libraries of the parishes
affected by the application, and have been avail abl e
for viewing by the public. Public notices regarding
t he hearing toni ght were published by the Loui siana

Ground Water Management Comm ssion in The Advocate as

well as the Bienville Denocrat Ri nggold Record,

Bossi er Press Tribune, Shreveport Tines, Cal dwell

Wat chman Progress, Haynesvill e News, Jackson

| ndependent, WMorning Paper, Natchitoches Tines,

Quachita Citizen, The Gazette, M nden Press-Herald,

and Wnn Parish Enterprise, all on or before October

17, 2002.
The purpose of tonight's public hearing is for
t he Conm ssion to receive relevant comments from all
interested parties regarding this application. |
stress the word "relevant” since such coments will be
consi dered by the Comm ssion in reaching a decision
regardi ng the Sparta Conmm ssion application. An
exampl e of a relevant coment woul d be whether or not
the application is in full conpliance with Act 446 of
2001 and all of the applicable rules and regul ations.
As a matter of information, the G ound Water
Managenent Conmi ssion has existing rules and
regul ations regarding the filing of applications and
t he hearing process, which can be found at Louisiana
Adm ni strative Code, Title 43, Part | X, Subpart 2,
Chapters 31 through 35.
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In addition to tonight's public hearing the
public comment period will remain open until 4:30 p.m
on Decenber 19, 2002. Please understand that tonight
you may make oral statenments or submit witten
comments. You may al so submt written comments
t hrough the close of the public comment period. You
may nmake your comments in the formof a statenment or
you may al so make themin the formof a question;
however, if you choose to nake a comment in the form
of a question tonight, please do not wait for an
i medi ate response. All significant and rel evant
public comments will receive a response in the
Response to Comment section of any proposed order of
the Comm ssion. All witten comments will receive the
same | evel of consideration as any oral comments.

| f you have a |l engthy statenment that you intend
to read, please summarize the statement and hand the
written statenment to the court reporter for inclusion
in the record. If you plan to enter into the record
any oversized docunment, that's |larger than |egal size,
we ask that you have a copy that is reduced to at
| east legal size for the record. |If you plan to enter
into the record any vi deotape or conputer
presentation, such as PowerPoint, you nmust have a copy
toni ght for the court reporter.

Once again, | ask that each of you wi shing to
make comments tonight to please fill out one of these
bl ue cards. Please do not disrupt the comments, as
such only tends to distort or mask the tape recording

and makes the job of the court reporter nore
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difficult. Once again, the public comment period wil
be held open for a period of 30 days to receive any
addi ti onal comments fromthe public, that is until
4:30 p.m on Thursday, Decenber 19, 2002. Witten
coments nust be submitted to the Louisiana G ound
Wat er Management Comm ssion, P.O. Box 94275, Baton
Rouge, Loui siana, 70804-9275, Attention: Anthony J.
Dupl echin, Jr. Please reference Docket No. GAMC 02-

0001. If you need that address again, please see one
of us after the hearing tonight. And, once again, al
written comments will receive the same | evel of

consi deration as any oral comments.

At this time | will ask M. Duplechin to file
into the record the appropriate state exhibits and
provide a synopsis of the application process.

MR. DUPLECHI N

Thank you, M. Walker. The first exhibit | would
like to file into the record is | abeled State Exhibit
GWMC-1, it's a copy of Act 446.

The second exhibit, |abeled State Exhibit GAMC 2,
is a copy of the rules for the conduct of hearings.

The third exhibit is a copy of a typical notice
of intent filed by the Sparta Ground Water
Conservation District Conm ssion, and it is |abeled
State Exhibit GAMC-3. The reason this is a copy is
the originals of the notice of intent are part of the
application itself, which will also be filed tonight.

State Exhibit GAMC-4 is the original application
received by the Louisiana Ground Water Managenent

Comm ssion on July 25, 2002.
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State Exhibit GAMC-5 is a copy of a letter sent
fromthe Ground Water Managenment Comm ssion staff to
t he Sparta Groundwater Conservation District
Conmi ssion identifying additional information that
needed to be included in the application in order to
consi der the application conplete.

State Exhibit GAMC-6 is the anmended application,
whi ch was sent in in response to the request by the
staff for additional informtion.

State Exhibit GAMC-7 is a copy of a letter,
determ nati on of adm ni stration conpl eteness on the
application, which was sent to the Sparta Groundwat er
Conservation District on August 23rd by the staff.

St ate Exhi bits GAWMC- 8A t hrough M are proofs of
publication for the notice of public hearing that the
Ground Water Management Comm ssion filed with the 12
pari sh journals in north Louisiana, as well as the
Bat on Rouge Advocate, the official state journal in
Bat on Rouge.

And finally, State Exhibit GAWC-9 is a folder
cont ai ning comments which have been received in
response to the application as allowed for in the
rules, and this exhibit will be left open for
additi onal comments to be made.

MR. WALKER

Thank you, M. Duplechin. The Louisiana G ound
Wat er Management Comm ssion has requested that the
applicant, the Sparta Comm ssion, nake a presentation
toni ght regarding this application for the benefit of

t he comm ssioners and the public. Afterwards, | wll
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take comments from any representatives of any
government al agencies. Finally, |I will take coments
fromthe public. Since we have some Comm ssion
menbers here tonight, I will allow themto question
any speakers they may wi sh, however, only Conmm ssion
menbers will be allowed to question the speakers.

At this time | will call M. Richard Durrett to
begin this presentation.

MR. DURRETT:

First of all, while they're nmoving down here, 1'd
like to wel conme everybody here. We've been working on
this Sparta for five and a half years, and we haven't
been able to get over 20 people at a time to listen to
us, so I'mtruly excited about the crowd we have, and
| thank you all for comng. W've felt like for five
and a half years this is a very inportant subject,
it's a very inportant natural resource that we have,
and we want to try to present to you tonight our
information that we have.

|'"d also like to welcone the state conm ssion to
north Louisiana. You're sitting right here in the
m ddl e of the Sparta in Lincoln Parish and we'd |ike
to wel come you here. They always want to know why I
want to have the meeting in the afternoon down there.
Now t hey've had to drive up here, maybe they know how
long it takes to drive back down to Baton Rouge, since
' mthe only one fromnorth Loui siana.

|'d also like to recognize the Sparta Conm ssion
that is here tonight. Can | get y'all to stand? They

are all down here on the first two or three rows. |'d
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like to thank them for the work that they've done,

t hank you. We have 19 nenbers of the Sparta

Conmi ssion; ten are appointed by police juries, six
appoi nted by municipalities that use over 500, 000
gal l ons of water per day, and three are appointed by
i ndustry. As | said, we've been working on this
project for five and a half years, and we are finally
to the point that we have some information that we
would like to present and to be considered tonight.

We have a study that has been done by Meyer,
Meyer, LaCroix & Hi xson of the Sparta aquifer, and,
just to give you an idea of the information, this is
the size of the study. Now, |'m not going to go
t hrough all this tonight, part of this, as Tony said,
has been entered in with the application, but I'm
going to try to sunmarize a little bit of the
i nportant facts of the study that relate to the
application, and that's the part that we're going to
go through first.

First of all, we have a map of the freshwater
extent of the Sparta, and on the left side, the blue
part is the recharge area. That's the area where the
Sparta aquifer comes to the ground. That's over
around M nden, on up into Arkansas and back down in
Loui siana. Let me also say that the Sparta goes up
into Arkansas. Arkansas is working on their problem
and we have some people here from Arkansas toni ght
t hat we' ve been, over the five and a half years,
neeting with the Arkansas peopl e and working back and

forth on this problem
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The green area is the freshwater extent of the
Sparta aquifer, and then the dotted |ine on the east
side is the area where the freshwater ends and the
sal twater takes over. Now, that is an approxi mate
line. That line is being better defined by a study
t hat we have joint ventured with with USGS. This is a
map showi ng a nunber of wells that were used in the
study, 283 wells that were used in the study by Meyer,
Meyer, LaCroix & Hixson. There were 90-sonet hing USGS
wells that were utilized to plot the nmodel and the
| evel of the water in the aquifer.

In the study, the areas of risk were areas where
t he drawdown was ¢greater than one foot per year, the
areas where the groundwater is below the top of the
Sparta formation, and the area is at risk to saltwater
encroachnment. As | showed you on the previous map,
the saltwater is comng fromthe southeast. This is a
map fromthe study that shows the area where the
drawdown i s greater than one foot per year, the |evel
of the aquifer is falling nore than one foot a year.
That area is shaded right here. This is the recharge
area, this is the area where it's dropping nmore than a
foot a year. This is the area where the water is
bel ow the top of the aquifer, according to the study.
This area is shaded here. And this is a map conbi ni ng
t he two, showi ng you the area where you have -- where
it's dropping nore than a foot a year and the area
where it's below the top of the aquifer, and you al so
still see the saltwater |ine, approxi mate saltwater

line that's on the east side.
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This is a map showi ng the concentration of
chlorides or saltwater in the area that was prepared,
and as you can see, the 250 mlligrams per liter is
usually the secondary contam nation |evel, and that
area is over around the east side, around Monroe in
Ouachi ta and Morehouse Pari sh.

This is fromthe study, the usage data out of the
Sparta aquifer from 1980 to 2000. Just a few things
to point out here, if you'll look at the totals at the
bottom we started in '80 at 64 mllion gallons per
day, our peak was 1994 at 72 mllion, and in 2000
we're still at about 70 mllion gallons per day.
Breaking it down by parishes, you can see the
di fferent parishes. The difference in '94 and '99,
the drop, a lot of that's attributed to Bienville
Parish. Bienville Parish went from 17 mllion to 11
mllion, and that's attributed to Snurfit-Stone. The
Smurfit-Stone wells, nost of themare in Bienville
Parish, and they are to be commended for what they've
done in the last five or six years in reuse and
conservation. They have reduced their punpage. But
you can see that went down 6 mllion, but the total
didn't go down but two mllion, so we're still not
gai ning much ground on the usage out of the aquifer.

As | pointed out, the peak is 72 mllion gallons
a day in '"94. The following is a table ranking the
pari shes by use. As you can see, OQuachita Parish is
the largest user with 23.68 mllion gallons per day.
That's al nost 34 percent of the usage out of the

Sparta. Bienville is 12.34, Lincoln is 9.16, Wbster,
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Uni on, and Cl ai bor ne.

An ultimte 18-mllion-gallon-per-day reduction
of punpage is forecast by the nmodel in the study to
effect restoration of the Sparta aquifer by the year
2025. MVhat that study really says is we need to
reduce 17 mllion of that by the year 2005, which
probably won't be done, but the mathematical nodel
t hat predicts what's going to happen to the aquifer
over the next 25 years says that we need to reduce the
punpage 18 million gallons a day by 2025. This
forecast remains valid only if the current consunmption
of the aquifer does not increase significantly over
t he next 25 years.

It's inportant to take timely action to begin the
process to provide alternate source of water supply at
the earliest possible time; to provide a cushion for
econom c growth, as we all know, we don't want it to
stay the same as it is now, as that prediction of 18
mllion gallons was. To provide a cushion for
econom ¢ growth opportunities it's recomended that
t he total production capacity of the alternate surface
wat er supply be at 30 mllion gallons a day. This
provides us a $12 mllion reserve capacity for
i ncreased econom ¢ growth and popul ati on growth. The
reserve capacity will provide for econom c growth
permtting the recovery of the aquifer.

Al ternate water sources should provide potable
wat er supply of 30 mllion gallons per day, a 30-
mllion-gallon-per-day alternative surface supply

wat er woul d provide a 17 percent increase in avail able
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wat er throughout the aquifer. A prolonged tine for
initiating reduction of the Sparta punpage wil
produce further declines in water |evels and would
extend the recovery period of the Sparta aquifer.

Just to summari ze the study, the current punpage
is 70 mllion gallons a day, if you don't remember
anything else, this chart right here, 70 mllion
gallons a day. The reduction of 18 mllion by 2025
equal s the sustainable Sparta punpage of 52 mllion
gal l ons per day. That's just to stabilize it. W
have an alternative source of 30 mllion gallons a
day, that gives us a planned future water supply of 82
mllion, which is about 17 percent nore than the 70
mllion that we're using today.

And that sunmmarizes a little bit of the study,
and I want to go to the application, the application
portion of the groundwater aquifer to be decl ared
critical submtted to the Louisiana Ground Water
Managenent Conmi ssion. The goals of the Sparta
Groundwat er Conservation District is to save and
restore the Sparta aquifer for long-term future use as
a mpj or water supply source for donestic, industrial,
and agricultural use. The Sparta Groundwat er
Comm ssion voted to recomend to the Louisiana Ground
Wat er Comm ssion that the follow ng parishes and noted
areas be declared critical area; all of Claiborne, al
of Union, Lincoln, Jackson and Quachita, portions of
Webster, Bossier, Bienville, Caldwell, Wnn, and
Nat chit oches. Now, those are the sections, townships,

and ranges which we had to submt it by, but this is a
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map that shows a little bit of the section, townships,
and ranges of the area that we are asking to be
considered to be declared critical. The area al ong
this, remenber the area al ong the east side is the
recharge area.

Supporting facts: the Sparta G oundwat er
Conmi ssion project conmmttee made a thorough study of
t he avail able informati on and presented
recommendations to the full Sparta Conm ssion for
consi deration for possible adoption. The project
comm ttee revi ewed several maps, written documentation
received fromthe engineering firmof Meyer, Meyer,
LaCroi x & Hi xson, which conducted the engi neering
study for the Sparta aquifer for the Sparta
Conmmi ssi on, and URS, which conducted the nodeling
portion of the study as a subcontractor to Meyer,
Meyer, LaCroix & Hi xson

The project commttee considered three
alternatives for designation of a critical groundwater
area; the first being the area where the drawdown
exceeds one foot per year, in other words, the water
| evel is dropping nmore than a foot a year. The second
is the area where the water surface has dropped bel ow
the top of the aquifer, and the third is the area
where the saltwater intrusion is becom ng a problem
This is the map, again, that's in the application,
showi ng the area, as we pointed out before, this is a
combi nati on of where it's dropping nore than a foot a
year and it's below the top of the aquifer.

Saltwater intrusion will used further for
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expandi ng the critical groundwater area at such tinme
as the saltwater intrusion is nmore clearly defined.
As | nmentioned earlier, an ongoing USGS survey study
is underway to nmore accurately establish the saltwater
intrusion boundary. The Sparta Groundwater Comm ssion
has joint ventured with the USGS to do this study and
better define where the saltwater intrusion line is,
and we shoul d have that information shortly.

The Meyer, Meyer, LaCroix & Hi xson study shows

t hat the water use fromthe Sparta aquifer, now

approximately 70 mllion gallons a day, must be
reduced to 52 mllion gallons per day, a reduction of
18 mlIlion gallons a day, to sustain the aquifer for

| ong-term use. Recommended managenent control s:
provi de an avenue of cooperation between the Louisiana
Ground Water Comm ssion and the Sparta G- oundwater
Commi ssion and all state and federal agencies to
restrict -- No. 1, restrict the construction, where
possi bl e, of any facility in the recharge area, that's
where the Sparta cones to the ground, in the recharge
area, which would be detrinmental, allow ng only
acceptable, clean water to infiltrate through the
ground recharge area. |In other words, no hazardous
waste sites, no landfill sites that would contam nate
the aquifer in the recharge area.

Second, new water wells should be subject to a
permtting process, existing water wells that exceed
their well design capacity, that's a punpage rate
that's shown on the DOTD well registration, shall be

subject to a permtting process. This assumes that
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existing wells will continue punping at their

hi storical rates as reported to DOTD annually
establ i shed over the past three years and not increase
punpage dramatically. The permt cost, the cost of
the permtting would be the amount required to cover

t he cost of adm nistering the permtting process.
Permit cost will be collected by the permtting
agency, and we recomend that that be the |ocal

agency, the Sparta Groundwater Conmi ssion, be the
permtting agency.

Well type: any well drilled or constructed for
t he principal purpose of producing groundwater from
the Sparta aquifer. Restrictions of water wells:
permt will be required for all new water wells
producing in excess of 50,000 gallons per day for any
day during the cal endar year. | want to enphasize the
50, 000 gal l ons per day because there's been sone
di scussi on about home wells and wells that are not --
t hat don't produce 50,000 gallons a day. This
recommendation is for wells 50,000 gall ons per day and
nor e.

Eval uations of the permt applications: 1,
recommend that the Louisiana Legi sl ature grant
authority to the Sparta Groundwat er Comm ssion to
evaluate the well permt application and to issue
permts. W feel like that the permt application
shoul d be evaluated on the | ocal basis rather than by
Bat on Rouge. Evaluations shall take into
consi deration the followi ng: the date of application,

the name of the owner, the location of the well, well
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spaci ng and depth, design capacity, anticipated usage,
anticipated date of initiating well construction or
drilling, classify as to whether or not the well is to
be used for public, industrial, private or
agricultural purposes, denpnstrate the effect the new
well will have on the water |evel and the water
quality of the Sparta aquifer. This is very
important, if you have a large quantity well that's
pul l'ing out of the aquifer, what effect will that have
on the aquifer over the next 20 years.

Conditions of denial: permt will be denied if

the application is inconplete or if erroneous

information is provided. The permt will be denied if
sustainability of the aquifer will not be maintained.
And the permit will be denied if there will be a

decrease in water quality, that is, saltwater
contam nati on which exceeds 250 mlligrans per liter.
The Sparta Groundwater Conmm ssion and the
Loui si ana Ground Water Comm ssion, this is
recomrendati on, should recomrend that the Louisiana
Legi sl ature devel op incentives for the major users in
t he Sparta aquifer to reduce their usage, either by
conservation or going to surface water sources.
Recommend t hat the Sparta Groundwater Conservation and
Loui si ana Ground Water Managenent Conmi ssion work with
t he Loui siana Legislature to create a funding
mechani sm for the purpose of public conservation,
education program W feel that to solve the
sustainability of the aquifer we need to | ook at

alternati ve surface water sources and we need to | earn
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to conserve, and that's the reason for these two.

This is a map showi ng the proposed boundari es of
the critical area. There's also, | think, a copy of
that in the | obby, and, also, there's a copy of this,
there's a number of copies of this presentation if you
didn't get one comng in, if you want to get one when
you | eave. And that concludes that part of the
presentati on.

Let ne just nmake one other point here. W have a
website, www. spartaaquifer.com The conplete copy of
this study that was done is on that website. A copy
of application will be on the website along with other
interesting information. There's a link on there that
|'d like to call your attention to to the USGS well s,
where they have nonitored, over the |ast 20 years, the
water level in the aquifer in the different parishes
and the location. It's a link, it has USGS well |ink
on the left side, and you go to that and you can | ook
at that information.

One other point that 1'd Ilike to make and then
"1l be through. There's an article that appeared in
t he Baton Rouge Advocate, June the 25th, where a
menber of Fenstermaker, who's doing the study for the
Loui si ana Ground Water Comm ssion, June the 27th,
remenber June the 27th, we didn't submt the
applications until July the 25th, where a menmber of
t he Fenstermaker, who is the consultant doing the
state groundwater comm ssion, nade the statenment that
t he Sparta Groundwater Conservation Comm ssion does

not have the necessary information for the state
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comm ssion to take action on the critical designation.
And we disagree with that, especially since he has
assumed this before the application was even
submtted. And we would |ike for any evaluation that
is done of our application by the state ground water
comm ssion to exclude M. Darling. Wth that | will
concl ude.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Al'l right, we're going to start the public
comments in just a second, and I'll turn it back over
to Stephen Wal ker, but |'d like to do two things
first. For the record, note that M chael Taylor from
t he Departnment of Econom c Devel opment is here with
us, he's also a Comm ssioner, and al so, once nore
t hank all of you for com ng out tonight. You're
participating in a historic nonent. We thank you for
bei ng here, we |ook forward to hearing your conments,
guestions for the record tonight. So with that,

St ephen, proceed.
MR. WALKER

Thank you. Do we have any Comm ssion members
t hat have any questions for M. Durrett? All right,
seei ng none, thank you M. Durrett.

Al'l right, we're going to try to pull out the
| ocal , state, and federal agencies. |Is M. Ralph Hock
in with the Webster Parish Water Advisory board?
Woul d you like to make a statenment, sir?

MR. HOCK:
It's enmbarrassing that the |east shall be first.

MR. WALKER
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Woul d you pl ease state your name and who you
represent, for the record, please, before you begin.
MR. HOCK

My nane, sir, is Ralph Hock. | have done work
for the Webster Parish Police Jury, for the Dorcheat
Soil and Water Conservation. |'ve done work for the
city of Mnden, |I've done work for the community of

Webst er and Cl ai borne and Bienville Parish. This is

civic obligation that | have perfornmed this work.
|'ve done it trying to help nmy neighbors. | have a
civic obligation to those people. | amgreatly

concerned about my water rights, and | see that they
are rapidly eroding away in some of the steps being
t aken.

| greatly appreciate all the work that has been

done, the five and a half years of work that the

30

Sparta Conmi ssion has been working on it. | have only

been working on this water problem for 40 or 50 years,
and | see that it is very conpl ex.

There is something that | would like to bring to
your attention and that is the Louisiana M neral Code,

Revi sed Statute, Title 31, Act 50 of 1974, the

Loui siana M neral Code, and it set forth the ownership

of the mnerals that | have and you have. 1In there it

provides for oil and gas, it provides for soil,
gravel, and water. |I'mnot sure, |I'mnot a |awer,
but they wanted to protect my rights, and | greatly
appreciate it, it's a wonderful thing they've done.
Through the Departnment of Natural Resources it's been

my fortune, good fortune, to work with this
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Conservation Department, because that's where |'ve
made nmy bread and butter is in the oil business, but
we had to have water, and we studied it. So
respectfully recommend that the thoughts expressed in
t he Loui siana M neral Code, please capitalize upon the
t remendous amount of information, all the | egal

probl ens they've solved in the Departnent of Natural
Resources, those people are marvel ous, but | see that
it's being bypassed in some of this adm nistrative
procedure.

| have in ny hands an exhibit, Figure 12, Sparta
Wat er Aquifer as prepared by the engineers, in which
t hey show a pipeline system a procedure to gather
water. It's using water they've already got, and |
have superi nposed upon that the outcrop of the Sparta
Sand. It also shows the |ocation of the Dorcheat
Bayou and Bl ack Lake Bayou. Sonehow or another it was
overl ooked. It's very, very critical.

And | have al so | ooked at another exhibit, and
that is an exhibit prepared by the Louisiana
Departnent of Transportation and Devel opnent. Those
peopl e have done a marvel ous job. They've worked with
the U S. Geol ogical survey, and they issued a report
in 1991, and this exhibit and report of 90-4183,
Sparta Aquifer Water Level Changes. And it shows the
water |evel, this report shows the water |evel in 1980
and then in 1989, a period of nine years in which they
diligently studied the water situation.

And | was amazed at the scientific information,

geol ogi cal information; the hydrogeol ogy, the flow of
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wat er, and where water does not flow. And | very
cautiously mentioned to the engi neer on your staff

that | would |like to submt that later. | didn't, |I'm
embarrassed to take your time now, but this matter,

| " m deeply touched, it is very critical, and | would
respectfully like to submt it for your consideration

| ater.

But may | point out, in this exhibit, Bienville
Parish, man, they're going to take a beating. Nobody
has conme forth with anything to reinburse them for
some of the water rights that they are fixing to | ose.
They don't know it and realize it, but -- | won't
burden you, but you have the -- the record wil
reflect where these exhibits are. And just to give
you an examnple, sir, the Dorcheat Soil and Water
Conservation asked me to present, they want to know
what's going on, they're interested in water
conservation, and they say the Dorcheat Soil and Water
Conservation takes its responsibility regardi ng our
natural resources with grave seriousness, and has a
| engt hy history of working with [ andowners under our
state associ ation, conservation devel opment and self-
gover nment .

The Dorcheat Soil and Water Conservation, to that
end, is hereby unani nously resolved that while it has
no objection to Webster Parish being designated a
critical area, regarding study of the Sparta aquifer,
it requests that any and all |egal action be tabled
until the district feels that sufficient information

and study has been obtained to allow the parish to
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address its own water-rel ated problenms without state
intervention. Thank you, sir, you' ve been very Kkind,
| appreciate it.
MR. WALKER

Thank you, M. Hock. Due to the |large number of
comment ors, (applause) we've got a very |arge nunber
of commentors tonight, and so |I'm going to ask you to
pl ease hol d your applause until the very end. Al so,
" mgoing to need to put probably about a ten-ninute
time limt on the speakers so that we can try to make
sure that everybody has an opportunity to be heard
toni ght who wants to be heard. Now, of course, you
can still submt your witten coments until the end
of the public comment period on December 19t h.

Al'l right, our next speaker is M ke Wl sworth.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Represent ative Wal sworth had to | eave for a
function in West Monroe, but he was here earlier.
MR. WALKER

Tommy Chat ham

MR. CHATHAM
My nane is Tommy Chatham |I'mwith the Jackson
Pari sh Watershed District, | amthe Presi dent. ' d

like to thank you for giving me time to speak to y'al
tonight. W'd like to go on record now with the
Jackson Parish Watershed District to be opposed to
Jackson Parish being included into this program

After careful review into Phase 1 and 2 of Sparta
Aqui fer Studies, the proposals done by y'all's people,

we're opposed to it. The governor -- governing board
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is opposed to the critical groundwater area
desi gnation, and also the proposal to use surface
wat er from Caney Lake.

Qur opposition to using surface water from Caney
Lake is due to the small watershed area, 41.5 square
mles. W cannot support the proposed usage that
y'all are proposing. The engineering firm doing the
study ignored historical data about Caney Lake water
| evel s and did not ask for any data fromthe watershed
district. Caney Lake was built for recreational
pur poses. Between the cost of the | ake construction
and the state park, the state has invested $32
mllion. Drawi ng water from Caney Lake jeopardizes
this investnent.

Qur opposition to the critical groundwater area
desi gnation is that other parishes are the true
probl em areas and t hose proposed projects should
happen first with a new study done once these projects
are operative. The Jackson Parish Watershed District
has the | egal authority that the Sparta Groundwat er
Commi ssion is seeking. This Commssionis willing to
work with any and all agencies to solve water usage
i ssues in Jackson Parish. These decisions should be
based on correct data and common sense.

By y'all's own program here, in Jackson Parish we
show a reduction from 5300 to 2331. W are working to
control our water usage in Jackson Parish through our
own agencies in Jackson Parish. You need to contact
your | ocal agencies and get nmore information before

y'all include Jackson Parish. |'d like to thank you
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for my tinme.
MR. WALKER

Thank you, sir. All right, our next speaker is
M. Albert Hulett. M. Hulett, would you like to nmake
a statenment ?
MR. HULETT:

"Il reserve mne for |ater.
MR. WALKER

M. Edward Lee.

MR. LEE:
| will reserve ny statenent for |ater.
MR. WALKER:

Todd Cul pepper.
MR. CULPEPPER

Thank you, my name is Todd Cul pepper. |'mthe
presi dent of the Jackson Parish Police Jury, and al so
t he Jackson Parish Chamber of Commerce. | would Iike
to thank the Ground Water Comm ssion for being here
today to listen, to gather nore, additional
informati on before we take any step one way or the
ot her.

Jackson Parish, the citizens realize the
i nportance of the Sparta and what we need to do to
save it; however, Jackson Parish is going to ask that
we not be included, that we be omtted from any
critical designation by this body. W believe that
t he documents and the study will verify that Jackson
Pari sh has done a trenmendous amount of work to cut
back on Sparta use.

The figures that are available in the study shows
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that we were using 5.9 mllion gallons per day in
1994. Jackson Parish is down to 2.3 mllion gallons a
day fromthat time, and we believe the figures would
even show that they would be |ower than that today.

We al so believe that we need to |look at the |ist of
the top 87 percent of consunmption on the Sparta. It
is not with Jackson Parish, we're not even in the top
87 percent. Now, once again, | would |ike to say
that we do realize that we have a obligation and a
responsibility to do everything that we can, but what
we're saying is that we do not need to be critical to
take those steps because we're taking the steps today,
yest erday, the day before. And we are asking you to
al so ook at the information in the study that shows

t he popul ation for Jackson Parish over the next 25
years decreasing, seven percent over that tinme frane.
That would lead me to believe that the popul ation is
decreasing, the need for water would al so decrease.

On top of that issue | think that it's inportant
that this body realizes that there's some additional
information at this time that is being put in the
model that was not put in the nodel to begin with in
reference to Jackson Parish that | think it would nake
several nore issues that we could bring up at a
different tinme when all that information is avail able.

There was a, | don't want to say a
m sunder st andi ng, or what, but there was sone
information that was out there that was not used to
begin with. Since then, the commttee has agreed for

that information to be put in the study and we're
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waiting to see exactly what that information is going
to bring to the table for us to |look at. But we think
t hat any action at this time with Jackson Parish woul d
be premature because all the information is not in.

And we al so believe that when we | ook at this
probl em everybody has an obligation, but | definitely
believe that we need to | ook at the biggest problem
areas and try to help them because it's apparent that
the small er parishes are going to do, or at |east, |
don't want to speak for anybody, but Jackson Pari sh,
we're going to do what we need to do, and that's what
we're doing right now.

So | would ask this body not to deemit
appropriate to bring Jackson Parish in as critical,
and that if it is determ ned that any area is
critical, that the power over the Sparta be left with
a local government. |f you declare Quachita critical,
| woul d hope that Ouachita Parish would be the
governi ng body to handl e those issues, and that would
be the case with anybody.

And if that's not available to the people in this
Sparta area, | would request that the House of
Representatives and the State Senate have the control,
because | think that we have a | ot of good people, but
t he accountability is with elected officials, and
wi t hout accountability being there there could be
tremendous problenms in the future. Thank you.

MR. WALKER

Thank you, M. Cul pepper. M. Gary Carlisle.

MR. CARLI SLE:
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' mhere fromBienville Parish. |'m Gary
Carlisle. |I'ma nmenmber of the City Council, the Town
of Arcadia, and a menmber of the Sparta G oundwater
Conservation District Conmm ssion. |, too, am
concerned that the management control should be
augmented or that the parish police jury be included
in the managenent control, and that if there is any
bonded i ndebtedness or sales tax el ections that those
pari sh police juries be involved in the decision.

| ' mal so proposing that one solution for the
whol e Sparta is inadequate. There are individual
solutions for each parish and each parish should make
t hose decisions. |'ll place nmy stuff in witing and
"1l submt it by the time of the deadline. | thank
you for your tinme.

MR. WALKER

Thank you, M. Carlisle. OQur next speaker is M.
Jack Beard. M. Beard.

MR. BEARD:

| " m Jack Beard, and |'m president of the Lincoln
Pari sh Police Jury, representing about 42,500+ people
who are sitting right in the mddle of the Sparta
Sand, and are very concerned about where we're going.
M. Hock has been in the business for 50 years, |'ve
only been here five and a half in ternms of the water
situation. And | conpliment him | think the Lord
shoul d have called himas a Baptist preacher, he's
great.

Getting back to the subject, welcome to Lincoln,

we are certainly glad you all are here. Five and a
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hal f years to reaching tonight is just overwhelmng to
me because we started this in, | think in March of
1996, on a rainy afternoon with about 30 people. Now
as | look out over this crowd, it frightens me al nost.
| wish we could have had this many at first, five and
a half years ago. We've reached a very critical place
in our water situation. |If the Sparta Sand was a
patient, | think the doctors would have himin ICU
trying to stop the henorrhaging. W're dropping, as
you' ve al ready seen, at |least two feet a year, and
where we go from here, who knows? Saltwater's com ng
in fromthe southeast and the |level of the water is
depreci ati ng.

Peopl e are shouting for econom c devel opnent to
cone to this area. |I'mnot an industrialist, |I'm not
a great businessman, |I'ma retired coll ege professor,
but if I were an industrialist and | ooking for a place
to locate nmy processes, | don't think |I'd be too happy
about comng to Lincoln Parish in this vicinity with
t he water situation being what it is.

Wth all due respect to sonme of the gentlemen who
have spoken before ne, |'m concerned about our water
and the future, not for me personally, we have water
to last ny lifetime, probably everybody in this room
has water to last their lifetime, but I'm concerned
about our children and our grandchildren down the
road. As | | ook about and see all the people and
friends in the audience, | think we just have to | ook
northward to get an exanple of what this Conm ssion,

we hope you will do. We certainly, |I'm speaking on
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behal f of Lincoln Parish and the other 11 jurors who
support me in asking you all to give heavy

consi deration to our application because we
desperately need sonme type of control on our water
situation.

Five and a half years ago we went up to Arkansas
to study what they were doing. They did a tremendous
job, and I see Ken Rudd and sone of his entourage is
here tonight, and |I hope they speak later on, it m ght
gi ve us sone idea how successful they've been. They
have five counties up there have been desi gnated
critical areas, very much |ike what we're asking here.
They have industry on board, they're in business of
bringing the water from OQuachita River, they're
fortunate, | would assune, in being able to do that, |
don't know all the particulars. But if the Sparta
Sand were a great soda and we're all sucking out of it
with different sizes of straws, it's depreciating
rapidly, faster than it can be repl enished.

Now, if we go about this thing pieceneal, that's
not going to sol ve our problem We have got to pul
t ogether to determ ne what our problemis and how
we're going to study it and fix it. The way I
understand it tonight, the purpose of this neeting is
not to cone up with a solution, but to just get this
area designated as a critical area with a request to
the Legislature to start a plan to solve our problem
am |l correct? | know you don't answer that now but
maybe [ ater you will.

So let's don't start putting the cart before the
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horse. | don't think there's a person in this room
tonight that will not say -- that will say that we
don't have a problem W do have a problem How are
we going to solve it? W're going to have to do it

all together, and we respectfully ask you to give
heavy consi deration to our application fromthe Sparta

Wat er Comm ssion. Thank you very nuch.

MR. WALKER
Thank you, sir. Do we have any questions from
t he Comm ssion? (No response.) All right. M.
Robert Reynolds, | see you have marked "if asked." Do

you wish to make a statement, M. Reynol ds?
MR. REYNOLDS:

Yes, sir.
MR. WALKER

Well then you need to cone forward, sir.
MR. REYNOLDS:

My nane is Robert Reynolds, |I'mfrom ElIl Dorado.
' ma menmber of the Union County Water Conservation
Board. Two of my coll eagues are here with nme tonight.
What | see is tremendous. Y all are doing what we
wer e doi ng about three years ago, and this is part of
t he process. There are different points of view al
of them valid, but they've got to come together
because the Sparta is worth saving. |It's a tremendous
natural resource, trenmendously high-quality drinking
wat er, and we in Arkansas have been fortunate to be
able to work on this. W don't always agree, but we
have conme up with a plan and we are inplenenting it

now.
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We were recommended to make a 70 percent
reduction in Sparta punpage by the U S. Geol ogi cal
Survey. Yours |looks |ike about a 26 percent
reduction. We achieved 10 percent by voluntary
citizen efforts; people became aware of the problem
t hey cut back all across the county ten percent. They
took their good habits to work with them industry
joined in and nade anot her 10 percent cut. We were
now 20 percent toward the 70, and for the first tine
in over 50 years, our water table quit declining. It
didn't conme up, but it quit goi ng down.

We now have a program in Union County whereby
we' re devel oping the OQuachita River as an alternative
source of supply to bring high-quality water to the
three | argest water users in the county. That wll

accomplish the 70 percent reduction. Using the USGS

data they've projected that we will recover back to a
healthy |l evel in our aquifer in a 30-year period. |If
there's any way that we can help y'all, we want to do
it. Any question they y'all have about what we're
doing, we'll be happy to answer it.

And nore power to you. We're in this thing
together. | like the soda anal ogy, we've all got a
straw, we're all part of the problem but we're al
part of the solution. It cones in different degrees
of problem and different degrees of solution, but
we're all in this together, any way that we can help
you, we want to do it because anything that y'all do
hel ps us and anything we do helps y'all.

MR. WALKER
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Any questions fromthe Conm ssion? (No
response.) All right, thank you, M. Reynol ds.

OQur next speaker is Senator Bill Jones. Senator
Jones? Not at this tinme? Okay, how about
Representative WIlliam Daniel. Wuld Representative
Dani el like to make a statenment?

REPRESENTATI VE DANI EL:

l'd like to reserve ny statenent until the end.
MR. WALKER

Al'l right, just going through these cards real
quick, I think I"ve identified all of the |ocal,
state, and federal agencies, and | think we're through
with those, so we'll be starting on nenbers of the
public. 1s there any representative of any state,
| ocal, or federal agencies that submtted a card that
| m ssed? Anyone? (No response.)

Just to let you know, we're going to try to take
alittle break at about 8 o'clock, which will be in
about 35 m nutes.

Al'l right, our first speaker, once again ||
rem nd you, please try to stay within the ten-m nute
time limt, and | thank you for your understanding in
this matter. Once again, please state your name and
who you represent when you cone to the podium The
first speaker is M. Jackie Reppond, | hope |
pronounced that right. |'msorry, | apologize.

MS. REPPOND:

You got part of it right, that's quite all right,

| get mail all the time with M. Jackie Reppond. |

don't really care to be viewed that way, though. M
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nane is Jackie Reppond, and | serve on the Sparta
Groundwat er Comm ssion representing industry. There
are only three of us on this board that represent
i ndustry. | represent a large industry in Union
Pari sh and we enpl oy 2,000 people, and we have
approxi mately 175 poultry growers. So we have a |arge
st ake here.

We're | ooking to a sustainable devel opnment.
We're | ooking to ways to recycle. W' re |ooking right
now at a system that could possibly cut our water use

in half and hopefully with incentive program fromthe

Legislature we'll be able to do this. Not only do we
have a |l arge stake in this matter; personally, | have
two daughters and | have six grandchildren all living

in Union Parish, so |I have a personal reason for being
concerned about the Sparta. But also, |like some of
t he other voices that have been said here tonight, |
prefer to see | ocal government controlled from our
region. | just think 1'd feel nore confortable with
the situation there, because | believe that with good
common sense that we can take care of it. And | just
t hank you for the opportunity to share with you
t oni ght.
MR. WALKER:

Do we have any questions fromthe Conm ssion?
(No response.) Thank you, Ms. Reppond.

Qur next speaker is Jim Fannin. M. Fannin?
MR. FANNI N:

l'mJimFannin. |'mrepresenting the Jackson

Pari sh Cattl emen Association, |'m President of that
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associ ation, and also representing farmers in our
area, along with many concerned citizens. M. Jack,
l'"mglad | took a shower before | came, because your
comments, |'mnot sure that |I'd have water when | got
home. I1'mglad we're not as critical as it seens to
be in your opinion.

We believe that the Sparta groundwater aquifer
shoul d not be declared a critical groundwater area at
this time for the follow ng reasons. W believe the
Sparta Conmi ssion study to be inconplete and at this
time not including all the information avail able, and
by not including and involving nore government and
uni versity personnel. This study gives the perception
t hat those involved in nmaking the report gave the
Sparta Conm ssion what they wanted rather than serving
t he best interest of the general public. The study
gives the idea that the Sparta Conmmi ssion shoul d have
control of all water and the authority to tax water
even if it has no effect on drawdown or recharge of
t he Sparta aquifer.

We think that farm ponds, or inmpounded water, as
t he study would call it, and shallow wells that do not
have any bearing on the Sparta aquifer should never
have been included in this study. More of these
shoul d be encouraged to actually help save the Sparta
wat er aqui fer.

We think the Sparta study to be ill-advised when
asking for taxing authority. This authority should
remain with | ocal and state elected -- and | ask

el ected to be underlined -- governing bodies. W as
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cattlemen and farners are very nuch interested in
savi ng our water supply, and we'll always be willing
to do our part, but until all facts are included and
these itens that create nobre government bureaucracies
are renmoved, we ask that you deny the request of the
Sparta Conmi ssion. Thanks for allowing this time to
voi ce our concern.
MR. WALKER:

Do we have any questions by the Comm ssion
menbers? (No response.) Thank you, M. Fannin.

Qur next speaker is Robert Greer. M. Geer?
MR. GREER:

| *'m Robert Greer from Jackson Parish. During the
past 40 years anyone who was involved in water

resources knew that the Sparta aquifer was falling at

the rate of 1-2 feet per year. Now, |'m here to say
that | want to help save the Sparta aquifer, | want to
do whatever | can as an individual to save the Sparta
aqui fer. M problemis this, as a |andowner | was

told by the group who represents these people that |
would |l ose ny rights to ny property, as far as the
wat er is concerned, on, above, and bel ow the surface;
that | would be taxed at the rate of $1.23 per

t housand for any water | withdrew from nmy water wel

on my property; that |1'd have to pay a 23-cent per

t housand for any water that | took fromnmy well; and
that | would have a tax of 25 cents, this would be a
tax on nmy spending, 25 tenths of a cent, | guess is
what it is.

Now, this, to ne, as the first gentl eman who
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spoke made reference to, is invading of my rights as a
| andowner and your rights as |landowners. And if this
comes to pass, what about our mneral rights? What
about our trees? What about our grass? \What about
everything el se we own? These people are trying to
t ake something away fromus that they have no right to
take away fromus. | have a real strong objection to
it, and the people | can bring forth can al so object
to it.

My problemis that this is going to cost the
average homeowner, if you let this go to pass, a
m ni mrum of $5 per nmonth or $20 a nonth, it's according
to how much water they use per nonth. This could cost

t he average household $60 to $240 a year. These

people are interested in raising $198 mlIlion over the
next 25 years. Now, | have a problemw th them using
my water to raise $198 mllion. |1'msorry.

Now, Lincoln Parish has a problem there's no
guestion about it, but they also have the right to
draw wat er out of Lake D Arbonne. They have that
witten into Lake D Arbonne Comm ssi on when they set
Lake D Arbonne up, they have that right. Now, the
reason they're not using the water out of Lake
D' Arbonne is because they're going to have to punp it
to Ruston, and because it's going to cost them
addi tional money to nmake it potable. That is why
they're so interested in taking your rights and ny
rights away fromus. Thank you. | appreciate you.
MR. WALKER

Do we have any questions fromthe Conm ssion?
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(No response.) All right.

Qur next speaker is Wade Meade. Just for future
reference, please don't pound on the podi um because
that's going to disrupt the recording, and really
irritate our court reporter.

MR. MEADE:

We don't want to irritate the court reporter.
| ' m Wade Meade from Loui si ana Tech, and while ny Ph.D
is in ancient history and archeol ogy, | do have a
Bachel or's and a Master's in geology, and ny Master's
thesis was in Lincoln Parish, geology of Lincoln
Parish. We certainly have a problem with groundwater
in all the parishes, including Jackson. There has
been a tremendous drop in the |level of the Sparta for
years now. One of the things that the application
proposes to do is to develop nore surface water
Another is to protect the recharge area. That's very,
very inmportant. Like in Austin, Texas, where the
Edwar ds aqui fer, they have very serious penalties,

t hey have signs posted all over the area, alnobst have
to have a permt to dig a post hole. So it's very
i nportant to protect the recharge area.

Now, one thing that we have not tal ked about, and

John M chael mght, is in the recharge area we can

buil d ponds to help recharge faster and not depend

upon rainwater. Pieceneal is not the way to save the
Sparta aquifer. Local governments will not be able to
do that. We all have to work together. Groundwater

flows, it does not respect parish lines. Here in this

area that depth of the Sparta is slightly to the east
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-- or to the east and slightly to the south. It does
not stop at the OQuachita Parish |ine.

| strongly support the application M. Durrett,
he used to be, | think he was Durrett tonight, |
strongly support this. Thank you very much.

MR. WALKER

Do we have any questions fromthe Comm ssion?
(No response.) Thank you, M. Mead.

Qur next speaker is M. Robert More. M. Moore?
MR. MOORE:

| ' m Robert Moore. | am parish president of the
Jackson Parish Farm Bureau, and |'ma farmer. W, the
Jackson Parish Farm Bureau Board of Directors is
opposed to this. W do not believe that this is in
t he best interest of the parish or in the best
interest of farmers. This will infringe upon property
rights, and we do not believe that these powers shoul d
be given to an appointed board. W believe that any
time that the authority to tax should be handed down
it should be with elected officials that have sonme
accountability to the public.

We do not believe that the problem as previous
speakers have stated, is as severe in Jackson Parish
as is led to believe. There are Snurfit-Stone wells
t hat have recharged as nmuch as 20 to 30 feet as they
have reduced their consunption. W believe that
through a -- any tine that you have a problem your
first method of addressing a problem should be through
education and conservation. This does not appear to

have been done through the Sparta plan. That is one
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of the |last areas that they addressed. It shows that
Jackson Parish has addressed the use of water and we
have dropped our level. If we -- if that was proposed
across the board and all individuals would reduce
t heir consunption, this would have a maj or inpact upon
the Sparta aquifer. And we believe that that and
future studying and seeing how these wells recharge
woul d be the first nethod that should be addressed
before you start infringing on property owners' rights
and assessing taxes. Thank you.
MR. WALKER

Do we have any questions fromthe Conm ssion?
(No response.) Thank you, M. Moore.

Our next speaker is Rick Godl ey.
MR. GODLEY

My nane is Rick Godley and I'm here representing
my famly. In the philosophical question, is the
gl ass of water half full or half enmpty, someone with a
positive outl ook would say, well, it's half full.

Well, someone with a negative outl ook would say it's
hal f enpty. When it conmes to the aquifer if we ask
t he same question, is the aquifer have full or is it
hal f enpty, who is the positive person, the one who
says it's half full or the one who says it's half
enpty?

On behal f of nyself and my famly and the future
of both, | respectfully request that you designate the
Sparta aquifer as a critical designation so as to
preserve the primary source of drinking water for

north Loui si ana. As we all know the state of
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Loui si ana has been richly blessed with tremendous
natural resources, such as oil, natural gas, forest,
rich soil and seafood, just to name a few. Likew se,
we sit atop a large resource of fresh water that up
until nowis relatively unregulated. |f we do not
take the proper action now to have this source of
freshwater protected, then we once again will stand in
the future reflecting back on our past with regrets
because we didn't seize the opportunity of the present
to take positive steps.

You al ready know the alarm ng rate of the
drawdown levels, the saltwater intrusion potentials,
and the industrial stress. Please have the foresight
today to say that there will be fresh water tonorrow.
To that extent | recommend that you declare the Sparta
aqui fer a critical designation status. Sincerely,

Ri ck Godl ey.
MR. WALKER:

Do we have any questions fromthe Comm ssion? (No
response.) Thank you, M. Godl ey.

Our next speaker will be John Broussard.

MR. BROUSSARD

Yes, sir, |I'mJohn David Broussard. |'m an
international representative with the Paper, Allied
| ndustrial and Chem cal Workers International Union.
| appreciate you allowing ne to be here this
afternoon. | represent about 3,000 fam lies that make
t he highest pay rates in this part of the world, and
we are concerned that what's happening here tonight

can have a serious econom c inmpact on their
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l'ivelihood, and not just theirs, the rest of the world
here. We're talking very high-paying jobs, $20 plus
an hour. And you take that out of the streamin this
area, and we're already suffering job | osses, please
consi der this when you make your determ nation. Thank
you.

MR. WALKER:

Do we have any questions? (No response.) All
right, thank you, M. Broussard.

Our next speaker will be O evia MDonal d.

MS. MCDONALD:

' m O evia McDonald. |'mrepresenting Stone
Cont ai ner Corporation in Hodge, Louisiana. The Stone
Cont ai ner Cor poration Hodge, Inc. is commtted to
bei ng responsi bl e corporate citizens. W accept our
role of being good stewards of the natural resources,
water is no exception. It is a mmjor consideration
when projects are undertaken at our facility. The
i ssue at hand is one of great inportance to our
facility, as our operation is dependent upon a secure
wat er supply to sustain our existence. Wthout it we
put 637 jobs and an econom c inmpact of such at risk.

OQur comm tment to be responsible with our water
managenment has been denpnstrated throughout the years.
A task force was fornmed and we began an aggressive
programin the ml|l to reduce water punpage fromthe
Sparta aquifer in early 1997, without incentives. W
have reduced water punpage significantly over the past
five years. Level of punpage reflects at |east an 8

mllion gallons a day reduction. This has been
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acconpl i shed through numerous mll projects which have
required both a comm tment of human resources and
noney.

A Stone enpl oyee checks 12 water wells used by
the facility daily. Well use is rotated with an
average of 10 wells running daily. The rate is
publ i shed daily and di scussed in the production
meetings held each nmorning. We are conmmitted to
al l owi ng and supporting an enployee to participate on
t he Sparta Comm ssion and the Louisiana State G ound
Wat er Task Force. The m |l participates in the
Department of Environmental Quality's Groundwater
Protection Division, which was inplenented in 1999,

t hat studies water quality. We were an integral part
of the Bi-State Sparta Coalition formed in 1997

bet ween Loui si ana and Arkansas. We report our punpage
to USGS on a nonthly basis.

The Hodge m || recognizes that it rmust be in a
nmode of continuous inmprovenent, and pledges to be
responsi ble in the use and conservati on of
groundwat er. Notwi thstandi ng, we want to make certain
t hat our conservation efforts and reduction in usage
are recogni zed by this Comm ssion. These efforts
began | ong before the Sparta study began. The Sparta
study does not include all of our avail abl e data,
specifically, the data pertaining to the wells used by
our facility was not included. Subsequent to the
initial study and upon our request, the Sparta
Conmi ssion has taken this information and is currently

having it applied to the nodel to detern ne inpact.
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But again, this pertinent information is not included
in the study.

We encourage this Conmi ssion to base its decision
on facts, a scientific approach should be followed in
this process. Clearly, with the successes docunented
from our conservation efforts, which have already been
undert aken and are underway, and the fact that all of
t he data has not been included in this study, it is
i nappropriate to declare Jackson and Bienville
Parishes as critical at this tinme. Thank you.

MR. WALKER:

Do we have any questions fromthe Comm ssion
menbers? (No response.) Thank you, Ms. MDonal d.

Our next speaker will be Bridger DeVille.

MR. DEVI LLE:

| " m Bridger DeVille, and | represent nyself as a
citizen of Ruston and Lincoln Parish. | wasn't going
to speak until | realized |'m probably the only
representative of my generation here in this room and
| would like for our voice to be heard in some sort,
even if it's just mne. | lack the education on this

topic to give the nmost qualified opinion as far as

nost people go in this room but | would like to voice
a strong -- | urge you to declare it -- gees, |I'm
getting so nervous | already forgot the word -- yes,

critical, yes, thank you. This is why | should have
wai ted 20 or 30 years before I got up here and did
this. | urge you to declare it critical because in 20
or 30 years it is going to be ne and ny generation in

this room and | hope that we don't have to have the
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same conversations. And | hope that the situation is
better, and | see it as the sinplest view as -- you
know, | conmmend everyone that's done all their hard
work at Stone Container and everything to nake the
probl ens better, and at other plants, but a good

student doesn't namke the entire class smart.

| think if there is regulation, | think those
t hat are already doing well will have no problem
nmeeting the regulations. | think that it should be

regul ated by elected officials, though, and | think
t hat would be the truly denocratic way to do this from
a child s perspective, | guess, in the room and from
the snickers I"msure it's taken lightly, but take it
the way you will. Thank you.
MR. WALKER

Do we have any questions? (No response.) Thank
you, M. DeVille.

OQur next speaker will be Charles Johnston.
MR. JOHNSTON:

| am Charles Johnston. | don't know whet her
shoul d say what parish I'mfromor not. 1'mgoing to
just say I'mfrom Cadeville. If anybody don't know
where Cadeville is, I'"'msafe. But if you think I'm
from Quachita, I"'mnot. Since we are the |argest user
of water out of the Sparta, and | hope that it is nore
people from Quachita, and M ke Wallsworth was here, |
don't know what neeting he had to go to that was nore
important than this, but I will ask him Unless he
had to neet sonmebody in the hospital, that may be nore

important. But | also represent the cattlemen because
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| am the vice president of about five of these
pari shes in this Sparta.

We as cattlenmen use overhead water, nost of us,
i ke, ponds, creeks, | have three ponds on ny place.
My cattle drink out of the ponds, overhead water. And
| hope the Comm ssion does not take that right away
fromme. God gives ne that water, nobody else, God
gives it to me. | don't have to pay for it, Jesus
paid for it. 1'mnot going to preach, but he's the
reason we have what we here have today, all the
resources. And | hope that you do not take away the
conservation rights of the oil, gravel, trees, all the
m nerals of the | andowner, because our ancestors where
my wife inherited part of this property that we own,
her fol ks worked for that. But | understand that
Quachita is in problem has trouble. Riverwood, or
Manville now, is one of the |argest users of the
wat er .

Sonebody was tal ki ng about what kind of degrees
t hey had awhile ago. | don't have a Ph.D. or anything
i ke that, | have a CHS, that's common horse sense,
and | know |like the man was saying about the cup with
all the straws in it, if you keep sucking out of the
straw don't put anything back in it, you gonna enpty
it. Manville is one of the |argest users of water.
We are sitting in the m ddle of Quachita Parish with
t he Quachita River com ng through it. W need to use
the resources out of Ouachita River. Also, there's
been sone talk, and | served sone two years on the

Police Jury, about getting Caney Lake built. The
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pari sh owns that. We could have sone overhead wat er
there, but it's sort of |like the bridge that's going
across the Quachita River, everybody wants it, but
nobody wants to step out and say where they want it.
But renmenber this, like the young man was tal king
about, our future generation depends on the Sparta,
not us, not my age. | could live to be 150, still be
wat er there. But renenber this, please do not take
our resources away fromus. Thank you.

MR. WALKER

Any questions by the Comm ssion? (No response.)
Thank you, M. Johnston. W're going to take a break,
say about 10 m nutes now.

( BREAK)
MR. WALKER

We'll pick back up with Carla Roberts.
MS. ROBERTS:

Thank you so nuch, Conm ssion nmenmbers and members
of the public. I'mCarla Roberts, I'mthe attorney
for Senator Janmes David Cain and the Senate
Environnental Quality Committee. Many of you renenber
when we were here a couple of years ago, and we
conducted the first of the Senate Environnmental
Quality Commttee hearings on this very subject, and
it'"s nice to see a lot of friendly faces again.

Senator Cain actually intended to be here tonight
to speak to you all; however, his wife was in a little
acci dent on their ranch. As many of you know, he's in
t he business of farm ng and ranching, and so there's

some i nherent risk in that business, as many of you
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know. So not hing serious, but she's going to be
bedri dden until the end of the week, probably, so
unfortunately he wasn't able to make it here tonight.
He asked ne to thank you all for comng and to
l et you all know that he's still concerned about the
i ssue and wants to point that out to you, that he's
still involved and still monitoring the Comm ssion and
everything that's going on. He asked ne specifically
to point out and to thank all the people who' ve done
so much to conserve water and the water resources
whi ch put us in a better place than we were three
years ago when we started with the statewi de commttee
heari ngs on groundwater, particularly Snmurfit-Stone.
The fact that they voluntarily were able to cut 8
mllion gallons of water per day tells you that sone
peopl e do have a lot of, | think it was CHS, conmmon
horse sense, or something like that, that a | ot of
peopl e do and are willing to make that effort. Al so,
Squires Creek Golf Course, which was built by a group
of busi nesspeople from here, including James Davi dson,
t hey constructed some reservoir ponds to use waste
water to water the golf course, which is wonderful.
They're not drawing fromthe aquifer, they're not
t aki ng val uabl e resources.

Duke Energy had decided not to put their plant
here in part because they realized the concern that
the community had over the | ack of groundwater
availability in the area. W also saw CLECO in the
Euni ce area agree to build sone retention ponds so

t hat they would cut out water in the Chicot, and
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certainly the Chicot is not nearly in as great a
stress as you all are, but there are groups of people
who are com ng together who recognize that there are
some problenms and who are working toward getting

val uabl e sol uti ons.

He wanted ne to also rem nd you all that anytine
you have a problemlike this, there's always going to
be differences of opinion, but the fact that everybody
gets together in a roomlike this means there's a
possibility to work out those differences together for
t he good of the state. | want to thank you all for
your time and attention, and hopefully the next
neeting Senator Cain can be here to do this instead of
me.

MR. WALKER:

Thank you, Ms. Roberts. Qur next speaker is
going to be JimlLee. M. Lee?
MR. LEE:

My nane is JimLee. | retired to Jackson Parish
two years ago to live on Caney Lake, and up until
about a year ago Sparta was not in my vocabul ary. But
|'d like to present sonme facts that may or nmay not
have been presented so far. Fact 1: the engineering
firmdoing the Sparta study did not use rainfall data
in any of their conclusions. Fact 2: the engineering
firmdrew an imaginary line at the Arkansas-Loui siana
border, and assunmes that nothing southern Arkansas
does or doesn't do affects the Sparta aquifer. Fact
3: the firmdoing the study did not seek avail abl e

data fromthe Jackson Parish Watershed Di strict
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concerning the viability of using surface water from
Caney Lake. Fact 4: the econonmy of Jackson Parish
centers around two things, the Snurfit-Stone paper
m |l and Caney Lake. Proposals by the Sparta
Conmi ssion put the continued viability of the paper
mll and the Caney Lake State Park at risk. Fact 5:
from July 21st of 2002 until November 5th of 2002,
Caney Lake was 8 to 15" bel ow pool stage with no water
| eaving the spillway. Fact No. 6: the Jackson Parish
Wat ershed District, the Jackson Parish Police Jury,
and the majority of Jackson Parish citizens are
agai nst the critical groundwater designation for
Jackson Pari sh.

The Loui siana Ground Water Conmi ssion has a grave
decision to make. | urge you to respect Jackson
Pari sh residents' wi shes and deny the critical
groundwat er desi gnation for Jackson Parish, and
abandon any proposals for Caney Lake. Thank you.
MR. WALKER

Do we have any questions for M. Lee fromthe

comm ssion? (No response.) All right, thank you, M.

Lee.

OQur next speaker is going to be Travis Tinsley.
MR. Tl NSLEY:

Comm ssion nmenbers, M. Wl ker, and interested
public, I"'m Travis Tinsley. | represent a conmittee

of water resources concerns in Claiborne and Webster
Pari sh, including the Claiborne Parish Watershed
Di strict Conm ssion, Claiborne Parish Police Jury,

Cl ai borne Pari sh Water Resources Conmm ttee, Webster
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Pari sh Water Alliance, the Webster Parish Water
Managenent District, and three nenbers of the Sparta
Groundwat er Conservation District Conm ssion, that
have all been involved in intensive discussions about
t he application under consideration.

Cl ai borne Parish and Webster Parish interests
unani mously concur that application under
consi deration submtted by the Sparta G oundwater
Conservation District Comm ssion should be acted upon
with the foll owi ng changes. Relative to boundari es,
we believe that whatever criteria are used to
designate the critical area should continue to be
applied uniformy throughout the area of the state of
Loui si ana subtended by the aquifer; that whatever we
do in the critical area designated parishes is going
to affect other portions of the aquifer that are not
desi gnated, and that those criteria should be
applicable to protect everybody.

Rel ative to managenent controls, we believe that
t he aquifer should be managed by a publicly controlled
agency with decisions that are subject to the approval
of authorities of the parishes affected, just like in
t he Arkansas exanples, in the nodel that seenms to be
working well. The counties in Arkansas have a voice
in those decisions.

Al'l parish proposals for water managenent shoul d
be consi dered by the managi ng agency, and shoul d be
sel ected only after objective rating on the technical
nmerits. The agency should be responsible for making

t he nost cost-effective arrangenments for surface water
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supplies necessary to supplenment the capacity of the
aqui fer and to facilitate its recharge.

The managi ng agency should be provided with
dependabl e, continuing revenue to cover the costs that
include qualified technical staff to assess
engi neering options. Managenent should be structured
to recognize that there are distinct areas of concern
from parish to parish in the aquifer

And we object to the application in its present
form wi thout these changes because we believe that it
addresses only the nost i mmedi ate part of the problem
and we're concerned that this approach would defer, or
conmplicate a nore permanent | ong-range solution that
woul d be in the best interest of the water users in
north Louisiana. Thank you very rmuch.

MR. WALKER:
Do we have any questions fromthe conm ssion?
(No response.)

Al'l right, thank you, M. Tinsley. OQur next

speaker is James M chael. M. M chael ?
MR. M CHAEL:
My name is James Robert Mchael. [|I'mthe retired

director of Louisiana Tech's business and econom c
research division. Wen | was down there in the early
1980s, we nmade a study of the Sparta aquifer. That
study group consisted of a number of professors from

t he col |l ege of engineers, people fromlife sciences,
bacteri ol ogy, the chem stry departnment, and, of
course, | represented the econom c part of it. W

| ooked at all the options then, and I can truthfully
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say, the only thing that's changed about the Sparta
aqui fer is that it's now about 35-40" |ower than it
was when we nmade our study in the 1980s. | found out
at the time we made the study that our findings were
no different from what another Tech group had found
out in the 1950s, that the aquifer was goi ng down,
t hat you could not sustain the rate of w thdrawals
t hat we had.

| wish to goodness that we could have tal ked sone
public agency into sponsoring this project then, we
were unable to do so and we were unable to get anynore
research noney. There was a strong indication from

t he nmodel that was in existence then that the Sparta

was in equilibrium | had reservations. | said we
don't have much margin for error. But differences of
opi nion and we were unable to act. One thing that
made ne a little bit timd was, if you'll think back

t hat was when the AIDS scare first came out, and | did
not want to inject into the Sparta the possibility of
Al DS being there for future generations.

l'd like to go over with you right now what we
found then, and we've gone back and updated it, and
the situation is not changed, the technol ogy has
i nproved greatly. There is a problemw th the Sparta.
|f something isn't done it's going to continue to go
down. | am enphatically in favor of action to save
the Sparta. Now, |'mgoing to tell you sonmething
that's going to shock everybody in this auditorium
The problemis solvable, the technology is there, the

resources are there and the resources are in a place
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where they can be used to solve the Sparta probl em
Let ne give you an exanple. There are two ways,
ot her than piping surface water to the various
destinations, that you can help that Sparta aquifer.
One is through augnmenting the recharge process without
crop flooding. The other is by injection wells. Now,
| happen to have been working, because | live in
Cl ai borne Parish, with Clai borne Parish and Webster
Pari sh. We have Dorcheat Bayou running by M nden t hat
flows 200 mllion gallons a day of water that is
usable. We have, right next to Dorcheat Bayou, those
abandoned gravel pits, which are nothing but outcrops
of the Sparta aquifer. Over the years silt has
settled in on the top of it and that needs to be
cl eaned off, but all you'd have to do then is the
recharge of the Sparta fromthat area would be to doze
the silt off of the top and divert the water from
Dorcheat a few feet. It runs right up next to that.
Then there are numerous places up and down Dorcheat
Bayou which are al so outcrops of the Sparta aquifer.
Over in Claiborne Parish we have an area that's
called Flat Lick. It's a five-mle dianeter circle
west of the Honmer oilfield, it is an outcrop of the
Sparta aquifer. Flat Lick Creek running through that
aqui fer, runs about 8 and a half billion gallons of
water a year. Right now, because that land is silted
over, after 80 years of drainage fromthe oilfield,
oil, salt, everything else you can imagine, it only, |
t hi nk Ben Magee told me, about one to three inches per

year get into the aquifer fromthere. That needs to
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be cl eaned out.

Then in addition to that, there is a creek called
Buck Creek which runs within a quarter of a mle of
t he basin that we're tal ki ng about, and Buck Creek
lies at a higher elevation than Flat Lick Creek does.
It wouldn't take a genius to figure out how to divert
the water from Buck Creek into Flat Lick Lake, then
we'd have about 14.5 billion gallons a year to work on
getting into the Sparta aquifer. W can't get it all,
but we could do it.

The other thing is that Lake Clai borne, the jewel
of all lakes in Louisiana, and I'll fight anybody who
argues with me on that, Lake Claiborne flows on a 365-
day basis an average of 62 mllion gallons of water a
day. That water is alnost drinkable as it is. Now,
it can be filtered, and we have a scheme for filtering
it after it goes over the dam we don't want to
interfere with the Iandowners' rights around the dam
But we could go four mles down Darbonne Creek, where
they originally planned on having -- where they were
going to have an alternative damsite for Lake
Cl ai borne, and line that creek bed with rocks, big
rocks, small rocks, gravel, and nmaybe even sone
vegetation and further surface filter that. It's
al most certain that it would be drinkable at that
point. If it's not and if it's injected into the
Sparta, the upper few feet of the Sparta are going to
take care of the gerns that are in it. And then |I've
been told that the bacteria will not |live wthout

oxygen down in the Sparta aquifer, and if it gets by
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t hat stumbling block they won't survive in the human
stomach. But, we're not going to consider putting
anything in the Sparta that is not safe when we put it
in there.

But we have 62 mllion gallons a day of water to
play with from Lake Cl ai borne, and D' Arbonne Creek,
t hat clean water from Cl ai borne goes into Lake
D Arbonne, and we can do some of this downstream
there. We could make a nunmber of injection wells,
whi ch are very, very inexpensive, and we woul d not
punp water into the ground, we would |let gravity, the
wei ght of a 100- 200" columm of water, spread it as it
gets into the aquifer. But we could put any number of
mllion gallons of water into the Sparta through
injection wells, and that would be one-third of the
way between the present outcrop over in Bossier,
Bi envill e, Webster parishes and Monroe. It won't take
t hen 100 years to get fromthe outcrop to Monroe, it
will be one-third of the way there. W could go
further downstream on D Arbonne and do the same thing
and it will be nearly two-thirds of the way. So we
have the capability of putting water into the Sparta
in the outcrop area and throughout the |ength and
breadth of the aquifer.

| am particularly concerned about junping on this
thing i mmedi ately because two of the problens we're
facing is as that water level in the aquifer has sunk,
sonme of the clay and rock -- clay and sand formations
in there have dewatered. |1'mtold by the geol ogi st

that if they conpletely de-water it would take 1,000
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years, if ever, we could re-water those clays. W
don't want to run that risk any | onger than we have
to. In addition to that, the wei ght of about probably
an average of 200" of ground on top of the top of the
aqui fer is tending to conpress that aquifer. As the
top of the aquifer falls you will never get to raise
it back up to its present capacity. To nme it's
i nmperative that we get at it as soon as possible, and
t hat we keep those clays from further dewatering and
we mai ntain the capacity of the aquifer as it is.

How expensive is it. W' ve nmade sone rough
cal cul ations, |less than 10 cents per thousand gall ons,
if everybody in the aquifer were to pay for that. |Is
it sonmething that we have to do all or nothing, no, we
don't have to do it all. Suppose the people in
Webster Parish were to decide, we want to do a small
pi l ot project here. Let's flood 40 acres or 160
acres, clean it off, put the water on there and just
see if it goes into the aquifer. We know it will.
Then have sone neasuring devices downdip fromthat to
see exactly how fast they flow. Thank you.
MR. WALKER

Do we have any questions for M. Mchael? (No
response.) Our next speaker is T.E. Gene Col eman.
M. Col eman?
MR. COLEMAN:

My nane is T.E. Gene Col eman, and | represent the
Cl ai borne Parish Police Jury on the Sparta Conm ssion
that | serve as vice president of. One of the things

that | would like to clarify, and | think | have
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clarified this with our secretary on the Sparta

Commi ssion, is that the Meyer, Meyer, LaCroix and

Hi xson report that defined the Sparta aquifer as

critical area was approved by the Sparta aquifer

comm ssion, but other sections of that report that

have to do with management control and sol utions have

not been accepted by the Sparta Comm ssion and have

not been acted on by the Sparta Comm ssion, and

t herefore | would appreciate it if you would ignore

t hose recommendations until the review by the Sparta

Conmi ssi on has been conpl eted and there acted upon.
The other thing that | would like to say is that

one of the things that |'ve heard here in a good 'ole
southern tradition is that people respect property
rights, rights of any kind. And | amstrongly in
favor of doing some things |ike Arkansas did where
t hey have counties that have a great deal to say about
what is done with the water in their area, and |
strongly believe that parishes, the parish police
juries, should be authorized to al so have parish-w de
water districts, and those parish-wi de water districts
shoul d be allowed to enter into cooperative endeavor
agreements with adjoining parishes to come up with
agreeabl e solutions for the whole areas that are
i nvol ved.

One of the things that | think is that when
t hi ngs are done voluntarily they are much better
accepted than they are if we have this top-down where

somebody from way away is trying to tell us howto

handl e | ocal problenms that we may feel |like that we're
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nore close to and that one shoe does not fit al
situations. And so | would appreciate it very much if
y'all in your deliberations and recomendati ons coul d
cone to workable solutions that would involve the
pari shes thensel ves having some authority, having
authority to create water managenent districts within
t heir boundaries, and all ow those parishes to enter
into agreenents with other parishes to inplenent

what ever prograns that would be satisfactory. Thank
you.

MR. WALKER:

Do we have any questions fromthe Comm ssion?
(No response.) Thank you, M. Coleman. Qur next
speaker is Robin Bridges.

MR. BRI DCGES:

Thank you, Comm ssion. M name is Robin Bridges
and |1've been asked to speak as part of the Webster
Cl ai borne contingent here tonight. | ama county
agent, a parish agent with the LSU Ag center, and ny
goal tonight is to encourage the Conmi ssion no nmatter
what process is developed to include in that process
i ncreased funding or funding available to continue and
expand the public education and awareness process.

In my capacity as a county agent and as a memnber
of the LSU Ag center water resources education team
over the last three years | have spoken to literally
t housands of people in five of the ten Sparta aquifer
pari shes; whether it be a garden club, a day lily
society, a civic group, like Lions, Kiwanis or

Civitan, a youth group, like a 4-H group or schoo
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cl assroom groups, every one of the people that | have
spoken to without fail have understood and agreed
based on the scientific data that's been presented by
USGS and by Meyer, Meyer, Hixson and LaCroix, that we
do have a problem the Sparta aquifer is declining,
and they each one pledge to do their best to reduce
their use, their individual use of water. So water
conservation is key. But |I'mvery sorry to say that,
obvi ously, the word has not gotten out to everyone and
we still need to devel op and expand an educati on
programif no matter what process is chosen it's going
to be successful. Thank you for your tinme.
MR. WALKER

Do we have any questions fromthe Conm ssion?
(No response.) Thank you, sir. Representative
Daniel, | know that you passed earlier. Wuld you
li ke to have an opportunity, because | know you have a
long way to drive tonight. Representative WIIiam
Dani el .
REPRESENTATI VE DANI EL:

Thank you. | asked to get back up here because |

have to get my kids up at 6:30 in the nmorning tonorrow

to go to school, and | thought if | left right after |
gave this speech | m ght get there just intime. |It's
a long way to Baton Rouge. Senator Jones, | have a

| ot of respect for the way you drive back and forth.
Comm ssi oner Gautreaux said that this was a first

in Louisiana for the neeting of the Ground Water

Comm ssion to consider a critical area. |It's a first

in nore than one way because it's the first time |
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t hi nk that Loui siana has been proactive in addressing
a situation, and | mean by that that nost of the tinme
when we're in the Legislature | ooking at sonething
we're in crisis node rather than addressing a
situation before there's actually a serious problem
So | think it's a very good discussion we're having
here tonight.

| was the author of this bill, and that doesn't
mean that | sat down and wrote it, because |I'm
certainly not conpetent enough to do that, but that |
had sonme really good people helping me here in the
audi ence tonight wite this, and I had a | ot of input
from people around the state. And as the author |
guess sort of the buck stops with me, so when we're
considering this | would like to tell you at |east
what | thought the |egislative intent was when |
drafted this piece of |egislation.

As Karen nentioned, the bill was really set up to
solve two distinct problens. First of all, we wanted
to craft a long-termpolicy for the state of
Loui siana, and | think that's being done; and the
second was to address any kind of critical problem
t hat we thought was occurring that m ght pose a safety
issue or a health issue to the people of Louisiana.
Now, when we tal ked about critical areas | can
guarantee you that the legislative intent was not to
address | arge areas. W thought that would be part of
the long-termsolution. When | explained this bill in
comm ttee and when | explained it on the House floor |

explained it as wells that were in jeopardy.
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VWhen we tal k about the Sparta aquifer no one can
deny that it's a serious issue and it's certainly
somet hing that we need to address, and | | ooked at the
pl an presented by the Sparta Conmm ssion and | noticed
the first thing on there is regulation; they called it
managenment, | call it regulation. | think my idea and

the idea of the Legislature when we | ooked at this,

and if you'll look in the bill we discussed it,
conservation first, incentive second, regulation
distant third. 1In fact, we put this in the O fice of

Conservation to use their technical staff for
preci sely that reason because they were experts in
conserving the natural resources of the state;
conservation again. Regulation should be the fina
act, and | think the Legislature is to be comended
for not rushing out and setting up an Office of Water
Conservation and enpowering it to do a bunch of
t hi ngs.

Finally, | would like to say that the Legislature
did not grant the Sparta Comm ssion or any ot her
agency to regulate, tax, or otherwi se manage water in
this aquifer. The Ground Water Managenment Comm ssion
was given limted authority to do sone of these things
only to address a critical need. And | believe that
Loui si ana was bl essed with abundant supplies of water,
and | think our water is going to play a major role in
the future economc health of the state. One thing
|'ve learned in this, and I'm an engi neer, is that
it's certainly easier to bring people to water than it

is to bring water to people, and a state blessed with
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as much water as we have is going to attract a | ot of
peopl e, and when you attract a | ot of people that
means a |lot of jobs and a | ot of economi c prosperity
for our state. But | think we need to address the
Sparta in the context of conservation, initiatives,
and if we have to very far down the line regulation in
such a way as we bal ance the use of water for future
gener ations and econom c prosperity for our state, and
that's the jobs of the existing industries that are
here.

So as the author of the bill | wanted to tell you
what | thought about when I was witing it and
drafting it so that you'll know that what we were
thinking in the Louisiana Legislature. And | thank
you for your tinme.

MR. WALKER:
Thank you, Representative Daniel. The next

speaker will be Reggie G Skains. M. Skains? Not

seeing himwe'll nmove on. George Jacob?
MR. JACOB:
My nane is George Jacob. |'m here representing

Bi enville Parish Police Jury. But who I'd like to
really speak to you in behalf of are the several water
systenms that |'ve worked for for 17 years in Bienville
and Natchitoches parishes. | have in that tinme seen
water quality and quantity go down in every system in
every groundwater system be it Sparta or W] cox or
what ot her aquifer, but especially in the Sparta.

Ri ght now | have one well that the water |evels are

bel ow t he punps in water systens at Caster, Louisiana.
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| have another well that |'ve |lost at the village of
Saline, and in the last two years |'ve |lost two wells
in the Sparta in the northern edge of Natchitoches
parish due to water |evels dropping bel ow t he punps.
At this point nmy remaining only well at this system
the water |evel was at the top of the punps in August
| ast year. So these people think this is pretty
critical right now !l imagine. | know I do.

There's been a | ot of talk tonight about Jackson
Pari sh wanting out of this deal. Well, | don't think

t hat you can cut any part out of this body and it
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still live. There's a | ot of Jackson Parish, Snurfit-

St one has done a very good job dropping its water

consunption, but |I don't see how we can cut Jackson

Pari sh | oose wi thout cutting the consunption that they

pull from Bienville Parish that would drop our
nunbers, because a |l arge portion of Jackson Parish
wat er comes from Bienville Parish. And I would Iike
to see some police jury control over the water
districts, if it's possible, and | would |like to see
t he Sparta declared critical. Thank you.
MR. WALKER

Does the Conmm ssion have any questions? (No
response.) Thank you, sir. OQur next speaker is Jane
St ephenson.
MS. STEPHENSON:

H . |I'mJane Stephenson, and |I'm a Lincoln
Parish resident. And |I"'malso -- |'ve been a nmenber
of the League of Wonmen Voters since 1972, and | think

every ten years we would have a nmeeting which would
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concern the Sparta sands, and | think | saw that
article you were tal king about fromthe '50s, and each
one of our meetings we would have people from Tech and
engi neers and people fromthe state who gave really
good | essons, and they all concluded that we were in a
critical period right then. And | have -- |'ma
saver, and this is a newspaper from 1977. You can see
it's very old and it's yellow, but it has a discussion
by a very young Nancy Bergeron, and we're talking
about all of the things that we're tal king about

t oday, we tal ked about then. And | was very
frustrated when we first started with this Sparta
Conmmi ssi on because we were going to have to study it
again, and | would like to speak -- | speak for the
league a little bit, we didn't really actually neet
and vote on this, but we have reached a consensus many
times that we are in a problem and Lincoln Parish is
probably in the biggest problem because we have no
river.

So | would hope that you would declare it
critical. W think it's critical, and | speak for the
future generations. Bridger DeVille spoke for
hi msel f, but 1'm speaking for my grandchil dren, and

all of your grandchildren need water, and we all need

water. And so please, | think we can all work
together if we have a better -- the biggest resource
we have are our people, and I know, | know we can work
together. | hope and | pray we can work together.
Thank you.

MR. WALKER
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Any questions by the Comm ssion? (No response.)
Thank you, Ms. Stephenson.

OQur next speaker will be Bobby Price.

MR. PRI CE:
Thank you. M name is Bobby Earl Price. |'ma
menber of the Sparta Groundwater Comm ssion. |'m also

a retired professor from Loui siana Tech, Department of
Civil Engineering. M background is water resources.
| taught water resources over there for several years,
for 32 years. Also was director of the Water
Resources Center at Louisiana Tech.

| 've had the opportunity to work with some of
t hese studies that have been going on at Louisiana
Tech over the years; in fact, the ones that were
nmentioned this evening. | do know that every year
t hat we have | ooked at it the Sparta has been a major
concern. It still is. W're |ooking at an
opportunity right now of trying to do something to
save the Sparta. We may not have this opportunity
again. We've |looked at it every 10 or 15 years and
somebody says, well, let's do sonething about it, and
t hen somebody says, no, let's just hold off, we got
pl enty of water.

As has already been nmentioned the declines in the
Sparta has been pretty well consistent over the years,
but it is going down. A |ot of people have indicated
t hat we have a thickness of the Sparta and we have
plenty of water in it. | would rem nd you that the
water level in the Sparta is already below the top of

the Sparta aquifer itself. As |long as that water
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continues to decrease in level, then the conpaction of
the sands in the Sparta makes it even harder to get
ot her water out of it.

So we're looking at a critical situation right
now. It may not be that it will be running dry the
next year or two or three or four or five, but we've
got to do something in the future. Even if we started
at the present time trying to do something, it would
probably be something |Iike eight to nine to ten years
down the road before sonething can be done. W need
to get the Sparta back to an equilibrium where it can
supply the econom c benefits that we need for this
area. A conbination of whatever, of surface water,
groundwat er, whatever it may be, is needed to do it.
This is atime to start. |It's not a tine to haggle
over different things. It's time to come to some kind
of conclusion that we can do something with the
Sparta.

|"ve heard a | ot of maybe concerns, conplaints,
everything else this evening, and |I'm sure that
they're all well grounded by the people who are maki ng
their comments, but it is time for us to | ook at the
concept of a critical groundwater area, and al so the
publi c education, as was nmentioned, in order for us to
do something with the Sparta. | think the critical
groundwat er area designation is a good, strong
begi nning point. It enconpasses the entire Sparta.
When | say that |'mtal king about the effects on the
entire Sparta. The critical area that was put into

the study and to the request to the state groundwater
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comm ssion nmay not include all ground area of the
Sparta but it does affect all of the Sparta, and | can
assure you. | al so happen to serve as chairman of
the project commttee for the Sparta Groundwater

Commi ssion, and | know that that Sparta project
commttee really did a very thorough job of trying to
| ook at this and be consistent about what would be
beneficial for the entire area. | hope that we will
get on with the job. It's time to move and | think
the starting of the critical groundwater area
designation is the proper procedure. Thank you.

MR. WALKER

Do we have any questions fromthe Conm ssion?
(No response.) All right, thank you, M. Price.

OQur next speaker is Sarah Lindbl ad.

MS. LI NDBLAD:

Thank you. M name is Sarah Lindblad and |I'm a
resi dent of Ruston and Lincoln Parish. And | would
li ke to thank the Conmm ssion, and I'd like to thank
t he Sparta Groundwater for all their hard work, | know
it hasn't been easy.

Recently 1've had the honor of working with a
smal | group of dedicated citizens to stop the building
of a merchant power plant that would use mllions of
gal lons from our struggling aquifer. Although the
pl ant has withdrawn its permt from Lincoln Parish,
| "' m not naive enough to believe that our efforts were
100 percent the reason why. At best, we were able to
post pone their decision |ong enough for themto hang

t hemsel ves with their own rope.
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|'ve learned a ot through this process. The
nost i nportant was that of being powerl ess.
Everywhere we turned there was no one to help, there
was no |law, |egislation or designation to stop this
giant from invadi ng our community and using our
val uabl e natural resources for little to no return.
Progress and growth is very inportant to the area.
Wth the endangered designation we can be picky and
power ful and chose those industries and busi nesses
t hat want to bring value to the comunity, not
deplete. W can send a nmessage to the prospective

busi nesses that we value our comunity and we wel cone
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you to become a part of it if you bring good things to

t he area.

Busi nesses that are progressive and smart, that
can work to find alternatives to heavy water use wil
want to be part of an aggressive, smart conmmunity.
What busi ness would want to | ocate here when they feel
that the citizens are not concerned about limted

natural resources? Not one who is | ooking toward

growth in the future. Wth the endangered designation

we will have nore choice, not |ess; nore power, not
| ess; and the know edge that we have done the right
thing for all in our community. W can be a shining
examnmpl e of citizens working together to find
al ternatives, not a tarnished one who lives in the
past and does not plan for the future. Thank you.
MR. WALKER

Any questions by the Comm ssion? (No response.)

Thank you.




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

W RN NN RN N NN NNNR P RBP B R B B R b
O © ® ~N o O b W N P O © 0 N O U A W N B O

80

Qur next speaker is Patricia Jones. | don't see
Ms. Jones coming forward, so we'll nmove on to John Van
Bennett. |I'msorry, ny apologies. M. Jones is on
her way.
MS. JONES:

My nane is Patricia Jones. |'ma resident of
Li ncoln Parish. | want to thank the Conm ssion for
com ng to Ruston tonight. W appreciate the attention

to our problem

Everyone who |ives, works or attends school in
north Louisiana is dependent on the Sparta aquifer
water to live. Qur drinking water comes fromthe
under ground Sparta, and our aquifer has been reported
to be losing capacity at an alarmng rate. This is
t he reason that we're here tonight.

In 1984 the Loui siana Suprene Court ruled that
our state Constitution contains a mandate for al
agencies and officials in the state to ensure that
their actions protect the inportant natural resources
of the state, including all water. Article 9, Section
1 of the Constitution states, the inportant natural
resources of the state, including the air, water, and
t he hel pful scenic, historic, and aesthetic qualities
of the environment shall be protected, replenished,
and restored as much as possible, consistent with the
health, safety and welfare of the people.

Today there's some people in Louisiana who think
t hat they can use as much water as they want, dunp
their waste into the water and no one can tell them

what to do. Wth this attitude our inmportant rivers,
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streamnms, | akes, underground springs and aquifers are
not protected for present and future generations.
beli eve that some of our officials here tonight may be
asking the wrong questions. They want to know
whet her or not our aquifers are in danger, and if so
what shoul d be done. | believe that the nmore legally
correct questions are: one, are we follow ng the
mandat es of the Loui siana Constitution; two, are we
maki ng sure our resources will be available in both
quality and quantity for present and future
generations; three, are we letting a few individuals
or corporations squander our inportant and val uabl e
natural resources for their short-term econom c gain.
Let's | ook at our state's protection for the
environnent that is already in place. Every major
activity which results in the pollution of air and
water in our state nmust get a permt fromone or nore
state agency, |ike the Department of Environnmental
Quality, the Departnment of Natural Resources or the
Public Service Conm ssion. Sone activities may al so
require permts fromthe Department of WIldlife and
Fi sheries, the Departnent of Transportation and
Devel opnment, and the U S. Arnmy Corps of Engineers.
Any applicants for these permts and the state
agencies involved are required to identify potentia
and real adverse inpacts to human health and the
envi ronment fromthe proposed activity, and to ensure
t hat every effort has been made to elim nate, reduce,
and mtigate these adverse inpacts. This includes

showi ng that alternatives sites and alternative
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projects have been considered, and that the npst
environmental ly protective project and site have been
sel ected. Every five years or so these facilities or
activities nmust renew their permts, and the
applicants and agenci es must have an obligation to
again look at the permt and ensure that everything is
bei ng done to protect human health and the

envi ronment .

Are these major water users being asked by our
state agencies and officials to conserve or to justify
their use of our groundwater? | don't think so. |
believe that their permt applications and permt
renewal s are being rubber-stanped by these agencies
with little attenpt to protect our resources. Most of
the big water users in our area can be found operating
in other states. In alnpst every case they are
operating with nmore stringent regul ations of water
than they are held to in Louisiana. Let me assure you
t hat these industries |'mreferring to make a profit
in these other locations. Profit is just easier in
Loui si ana because industry can get cheaper natural
resources.

Busi nesses in Louisiana can make a profit plus
conserve and protect our nost precious resource,
water, if our state will ask themto do so. Large
muni ci pal water users need to conserve al so and be
aided in this by funding fromthe state. | believe
that if applicants for projects which will adversely
i npact our inmportant water resources were really

follow ng the Louisiana Natural Resources Protection
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mandat e we woul d not need to worry about our
groundwat er and surface water in north Louisiana.
Because our agencies and officials have not foll owed
t he mandates to protect human health and the
environment as identified by Louisiana Supreme Court,
we are worried about the future of our inmportant and
t hreat ened wat er resources.

| close by asking our state agencies and
officials to do the job we've entrusted themto do and
protect our water.

MR. WALKER:

Any questions by the Comm ssion? (No response.)
Thank you, Ms. Jones.

Our next speaker will be John Van Bennett. And
incidentally, | had had a previous request for us to
take a break about 9:00, so after M. Van Bennett,
we're going to take about a five-m nute break. Okay?
MR. VAN BENNETT:

Thank you. |I'mfrom Union Parish. M name is
Van Bennett. |'m president of the Union Parish
Cattl enmen's Association, vice president of the Union
Pari sh Farm Bureau. | also serve as president of the
Poul try Advisory Board with Con-Ag over there in

Farmersville, and | work for Louisiana Ag Credit out

of Arcadia. | operate the Farmersville office, and we
have about 30 to 40 mllion in poultry loans in this
ar ea.

| didn't conme here with a prepared speech
tonight. | came here to listen, to try to find out

the facts. It seens to me that that's something
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that's lacking is the facts. A lot of the things that
have been presented tonight nmay be facts. These are
t hi ngs that many of us haven't heard. Many of us were
not aware of what was going on. You hear bits and
pi eces. They said they been working on this for five
and a half years, they couldn't get nmore than 20
people to the meeting. Has there been proper
notification? Has there been -- did you want nore
t han 20 people at the meeting? | represent
agriculture, and agriculture in this part of the world
is vital to our econony.

| respect all the people from Louisiana Tech who
have gotten up here, very intelligent, eloquent
speakers, but we've got some |ay nen, we've got some
people in agriculture, poultry growers, cattl emen,
t hey need to be heard. | question the representation
of the board. | question that it hasn't had enough of
our people, agricultural people that make their
l'iveli hoods fromuse of that water. They are good
stewards of the |land, they're environnmental stewards,
|'d say 95 percent of them are good stewards of the
land. In anything you're going to find anybody t hat
abuses the system but the majority of the people in
agriculture in our part of the world are good stewards
of the land, good stewards of the natural resources.
| think they need nobre representation on this board.
Their voices need to be heard.

Al so, the permtting process, | don't think this
board should be allowed to handle the permtting

process. No costs have been told to us, what it's
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going to cost the | andowner or the people in
agriculture. Those facts need to be put out on the
table. They don't need to be allowed to have a
permtting process, and they say recommendati on of

50, 000 gallons of water fromthe well per day, that's
a recommendation; that's not a fact, that's a
recommendati on. That recommendati on could change. It
could change after the permtting process is approved.
Al'l the facts need to be laid out on the table prior
to any approval process to allow this board to enact

| aws or taxes on the agricultural conmmunity.

We in agriculture take a back seat too often in
this world today. We produce the food and fiber in
this nation, and without us producing the food and
fiber of this nation we wouldn't be as strong as we
are today. W could be vulnerable just like we are in
oil and gas. Everybody realizes we inport 60 percent
of our oil and gas fromthe M ddl e East. W can
become vul nerable in agriculture just |like we have in
oi | and gas.

VWhat |'m saying is that we need nore facts, we
need proper representation by all, not just Lincoln
Pari sh, not just Louisiana Tech, not just one parish,
but proper representation fromall parishes, from all
segnents, and | feel that we haven't got that. |I'm
asking that you decline declaring this a critical --

t he Sparta aquifer critical until we can get proper
representation and get all the facts presented to al
t he people in our area. Thank you.

MR. WALKER
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Any questions by the Comm ssion? (No response.)

All right, we're going to take a five-m nute break.

( BREAK)
MR. WALKER
| f everybody will take a seat, our next speaker
will be John Hays.
MR. HAYS:
| ' m John Hays and |'mrepresenting nyself. |I'm

sure you all have heard that we all have our different
econom c interest, whether it's raising cattle,

chi ckens, maki ng paper bags, producing coll ege
students or whatever, but in this area we only have a
singl e source of potable water, and that's the Sparta.
We're using it for industrial purposes, that quality
of water is not used anywhere else in the country.

Qur representative that just left nmade a point of
saying that it's easier to bring people to water than
water to people. |If you were to put it in a context
that all of us see around here, if you were to take
water to the paper mll and trucked it down there, M.
Davis and his tank trucks would have to unl oad
somet hi ng between two and three a mnute. The only
alternative for those industrial processes, and
surface water can be used for an industrial process,
isinthe limted surface water inpoundnents we have

avai |l abl e.

| " m not an engineer. | was raised by a bunch of
t hem | contracted and am famliar with water
treat ment. We don't have a whole | ot of surface water

around here that's suitable to be treated to potable
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standards. Now, Dr. M chaels and others alluded to
studi es back in the '50s, there's sonme other records
of you m ght say studies that go back to the '20s when
the city of Ruston or town of Ruston maybe then
started using the Sparta water as its primary drinking
wat er supply. Even back around 1920 it was a big
expenditure to deepen sonme of those wells and | ower
some of those punps.

| would encourage y'all to designate the critical
status of the Sparta. Nothing in that report that was

i ntroduced to the deal is a nmandated itemthat wll

occur. There's plenty of room for nore discussion,
but somet hing needs to start. Thank you.
MR. WALKER:

Any questions fromthe Conm ssion? (No
response.) Thank you, M. Hays.

OQur next speaker will be J.E. Mtcham

MR. M TCHAM
l'"'mJ.E. Mtcham |'m not an engineer, |'m not
anything. |'ma nusician by profession. | have a

Master's degree in music, been raising peaches for 73

years. | have an orchard up there for 60 years of
several thousand trees, and still have about several
t housand trees, about 100 acres and so forth. But |'m

going to get mne over with real quick so that
sonmebody el se can have sone tine to talKk.

Al'l right, nunber one, there's a well right there
within 100 yards of ny peach orchard, and it was
drilled in 1989, and 2001, January of 2001 it was 36

for -- the water |evel had gone down 36' in 12 years.
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That's three feet a year. Well, you can say whatever
you want to, but back yonder when | was in -- in 1931
when | was in the eighth grade in school, teacher
says, we have a new | aw we want you to | earn about
t his weekend. \When you come back Monday norning now |
want you to know it. W came back Monday norning, we
usually did what we did, we hunted with our slingshots
and our air rifles and so forth. She says, what's the
new | aw you | earned this nmorning? She went around al
over the room about 35 of us, and nobody knew. She
said, we'll stay in at recess and we'll learn it.
Well, that new law, that new law is the thing that's
gi ving us problems right today, water seeks its own
| evel . Yeah.

Wel |, anyway, 12 years that my nei ghbor’s has
fallen 36'. Wells that were drilled on our place
t here, we have about 100 acres of peaches at one
pl ace, and we're putting in another 100 there on the
ot her place there now, they were in '76 and '77 they
were 6" wells. The quality of water was excellent.
How many years is that? About 25, isn't it, about 25
years. The quality of water was excellent. W had
another well and so forth, we discarded it, we used it
for domestic purposes. But anyway, we have only the
two left now The quality of these two wells we have
now is awful. You can't even grow bl ueberries with
t he water that you have com ng out of the water now.
The quality of water is awful. AlIl you have to do is
just turn -- go out there to nmy place right now and

mash this button and it will cone out of there, but
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it's just nuddy and as nuddy as it can be. It's
fallen, it's gotten way down.

What have we done? Well, we have just put in a
new irrigation system We've put in a half a mle of
4" line so we could get some city water because we
can't drink the water that's com ng out of the ground.
The new irrigation systemis going to be all electric,
it has three big electric punps getting the surface
water. We've spent thousands and thousands of dollars
trying to get it going. Folks, it's like this, you
hear people say things, the people who know sonet hi ng
who have told you sonething, there's two people who
made a report tonight that you better listen to.
That's one of themright over there, that's Bobby
Price; and that other one just went to Haynesville, or
Homer, one, because he cones by and gets peaches al
the tinme fromus, and the another one is that young
man. They know a little bit about what's going on.

| want to tell you one other thing real quick.
1924, '25, '20s and '30s, back there you could sit on
my front porch out there from Summerfield and read the
newspaper fromthe flares fromthe El Dorado oi
field. W' re right there with the water right now.
Wake up. Pay now or really pay later. Wake up.

Thank you.
MR. WALKER

Any questions by the Comm ssion? (No response.)
Al'l right, thank you, M. M tcham

OQur next speaker is Cliff Arrington.

MR. M TCHAM
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| gave Cliff's report when | gave that well that
was on nmy place -- that was within 100 yards from ny
peach orchard.
MR. WALKER:

Thank you very much. Qur next speaker then wl
be Paul Washi ngton.
MR. WASHI NGTON:

| "' m Paul Washington. | live here in Ruston and |
t each geol ogy, including groundwater hydrogeol ogy at
t he undergraduate and graduate |evel over at ULM
It's nice to hear ny coll eagues at Tech are in favor
of conserving groundwat er.

| came to north Louisiana about eight years ago,
and part of the reason was to teach groundwater at
ULM actually Northeast at that time, and very quickly
| found that | was sitting right on top of a water
problem a groundwater problem | have had students
studying this problem and yes, the Sparta is a
problem The Sparta is stressed, very stressed. Does
that make it critical? What constitutes critical?
Utimtely if nothing is done the Sparta will run out
of usable water. It's just a matter of time. So the
criticality is a question of when do you draw the |line
intime. It's not a question of whether we have a
problem it's just how serious at this nonent do you
consider it. As far as I'mconcerned it's critical.
It needs to be taken care of now because if we don't
take care of it now we're going to have to take care
of it later, and when we take care of it later it will

cost nmore and it will be tougher to take care of.
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Argunments that |'ve heard toni ght are sonmewhat
spurious, or actually fallacious in many cases.
Property rights, where should we draw t he boundari es
for the critical designation. Should we exclude
Jackson Parish which sits right in the m ddle of the
aqui fer. You can't exclude one part of an aquifer
fromthe treatnment that the whole aquifer is getting.
As |l ong as you are within the stressed part of the
aqui fer you've got to deal with the whole thing.

Wat er doesn't respect property lines. Water doesn't
respect boundary lines. It will flow across.
Basically you are dealing with the issue that water
will go to where it's been punped out. [If you allow
Jackson Parish to pump without any control on it, they
will pull water fromwhat is nowin Lincoln Parish,
fromwhat is in Bienville Parish, potentially even
fromwhat's in OQuachita Parish, though the gradient is
pretty steep across that boundary towards QOuachita
Parish, so it's unlikely that it will reverse that too
badly unl ess something goes in there.

So basically it's time to take care of this
problem It's time to look at it as a scientific
issue: it is stressed, it needs to be dealt with, it
needs to be dealt with sooner rather than |later, and
you cannot draw a boundary that artificially breaks
the stressed area in the mddle. Thank you.

MR. WALKER:

Any questions by the Comm ssion? (No response.)

Thank you, M. Washi ngton.

OQur next speaker will be Ed L. Ashton or Aston.
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All right, | don't see M. Aston. Qur next speaker,
' mnot sure |I'"'mable to read this properly, John
Lemay perhaps, lives on Georgia Avenue. Okay, Dennis
Woodwar d?

MR. WOODWARD:

First of all I want to thank y'all for being
here. | know y'all have a long drive, sonme of you,
back to Baton Rouge or wherever you're from and we do
appreciate y'all being here, this is an inportant
i ssue.

| ama civil engineer and | do have a Master's in
Busi ness Adm ni stration, but you have heard from
professors from Loui siana Tech that are experts in
groundwat er and they know far nmore than | do about
groundwat er, and |'ve not heard one of them say that
this is not a critical area, the Sparta. Every one of
t hem has enphasi zed how critical it is. | amnewto
this area, but it doesn't take a rocket scientist to
figure out we have a barrel of water here and we're
t aki ng water out faster than we're putting water in,
and the water at the bottom of the barrel is not as
good as the water at the top of the barrel. And
eventually you' ve got to do something, | mean, the
water is going to run out, there's no question about
that. And so we need to do something. And |ike |
say, the barrel, everybody's drawi ng out of the sanme
barrel. So you've heard that nore eloquently from
others, but sinplistically it's easy to understand.

It seenms |like a |ot of the opposition here

tonight is based on m sinformation, or a part of it is
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based on the study that was done by Meyer, Meyer,
LaCroi x and Hi xson, which is not a part of this
application. The application is not asking to do sonme
of the things that were listed as alternatives in that
study. There is -- it's not asking for taxing
authority, there wouldn't be a permtting fee to cover
the cost of permtting; it's not asking to regul ate
any surface water, | think some people have objections
on that basis, it's not asking for that; and it's not
asking to regul ate existing wells unless they're going
to dramatically increase their outflow. So |I mean, a
| ot of the concerns that |1've heard toni ght are not
really what this application is about.

What the application does ask for is for
incentives for businesses and for noney to provide
conservation education. Those are good things. 1've
worked with Trail bl azers, we've been pronoting that
for a long time, it's a resource conservation and
devel opnment organi zation. W' ve been pronoting
conservation. They have kits they give out and
things. But | think incentives would be good for
exi sting businesses, |like your Stone Containers, |
mean, they've voluntarily made reductions, but if you
coul d provide incentives for themto increase that
| evel of reduction, then |I think that would be
beneficial. And | don't see how anybody, even Stone,
could argue with that if we're going to pay them nore
nmoney to do what they're already doing, or to provide
themwi th incentives to do that kind of thing.

What it does do, though, it helps regulate wells,
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new wells that withdraw in excess of 50,000 gallons
per day. | think that's needed. Right now there's
nothing to stop a Duke Energy from com ng in and
drawi ng out as much water as they want, and that
affects all of us. And | think there should be
somebody that can say who draws out that kind of water
from the Sparta.

| do appreciate y'all's tinme and |I thank y'al
for being here.

MR. WALKER

Any questions by the Comm ssion? (No response.)
Al'l right, we'll try once again, Reggie Skains. M.
Skai ns? Ed Aston? John -- and once again | apol ogize
for not being able to read your nane -- on East
Georgi a Avenue here in Ruston? Okay. Albert Hulett?
Edward Lee? The last card | have is for Bill Jones,
Senator Bill Jones?

In that case then, before | turn it over to
Conmi ssi oner Gautreaux for some closing remarks, |
would like to rem nd you that once again the public
comment period will be held open for a period of 30
days to receive any additional comrents fromthe
public, that is until 4:30 p.m on Thursday, Decenber
19, 2002. Witten coments nust be submtted to the
Loui si ana Ground Water Managenent Conmi ssion, P.O. Box
94275, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 70804-9275, and pl ease
put attention Anthony J. Duplechin, Jr., and pl ease
reference Docket No. GWMC 02-0001.

| would like to think all of the commentors

tonight. The comments were clear, straightforward,
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and very concise, and | appreciate all of your
courtesies and cooperation. | turn it back over to
Comm ssi oner Gautreaux.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you, Stephen. And | would just like to
echo the thanks again, we can't say it enough. You've
taken part in history and hope you will continue to do
so. We're tal king about one of the nmost vital
resources we can talk about, so inportant on an
i ndi vi dual and community, state, global basis. So
your patience tonight is much appreciated. Richard,
we al ways appreciate your driving;, O evia, all our
nort hern Loui si ani ans, but | guess tonight we'l
appreciate it a little bit mre. So again, thanks,
and | hope we'll see you in the future on many
occasions, and don't forget to hit those web sites,
you can also relay comments on the devel opment of the
state's water plan as well. So thank you very much.

Thank you, Comm ssioners.
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|, SUZETTE M MAGEE, Certified Court Reporter, do
hereby certify that the foregoing hearing was held
before the Honorable Stephen Wal ker, Hearing Officer,
on November 19, 2002, in the Ruston Hi gh School
Audi torium 900 Bearcat Drive, Ruston, Louisiana; that
| did report the proceedings thereof in Docket No.
GWMC02- 0001; that the foregoing pages, nunbered 1
t hrough 96, inclusive, constitute a true and correct

transcri pt of the proceedi ngs thereof.
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